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endded Til 

:d. wilh sume sleodn 
>i™«™ if E-gtM 
ptiaud at LmidDD b]r 

i -MUibly al9i> in Ihc sunt capacity uf privnle lutor into ibr ramilr of Hniy 
Grey, EHToira [cratai Baron Gtiy of Grobv, ai July .603 : d. 1614) ■« 
Plrgo, in the parish oT HaverinE allc Bower, Ebb: lincen nul« fnm Ub- 
doD. Dufdalfi states that the first biubnnd bt aiw of ihe daushfora of iMi 
Heiirr Grey, Esquire, was a ffiHiani SHhard, Enuire. Sartn. i jn, 
£i/:ie75. FronthisoLdPalaccoflheQiieciiiisrEniElaiidWebbc wrote tfaelU- 

-. BriilgewaKr Houk, and an imperlecl one in ihe Bfi^ 

"' "ri^iitJnnJJi. IV. Master R. VV. looke d« nov br 

- - armes q( an iniralor, I wil beg no longer, andfornH 

ises, Iwilrefunelhcmo-ihadpaimFTit: neither lanlk 

led with any llung, but a peredlptorio pcrfbrnianoe afm 

s(M'ilplBas=lh you !□ qui Ihem, but as I Esteem lliu. 

LI eiduiiute inuenliod) of Gismunda Traffedia. Ttnau 

not to shi^ UK aS with longer delayes, uor airedec moM 'i^ 

at, and Gonimciicc: sucn a Sute of vnkiiideaesse aeainst ja^ 
aawhen the case shall be scand before the ludBesntoourlMB,' 
the court will ciie out of yogr immoderat modeilk. Auftlip 
much I tcl you before, you shal not be able to wue agidntt 
taein the charges i^ramitg vpon thi^nctiou, especially, if da 

mjr cause, u rudoubudly Ihcy wil, yen. and rather ^Utd 

Kfoes are paniei. The tragedie wa> by them most^Ibdy 

by whom ii was then as princely accepted, aa of the nMe 

honorable audlnca notably applauded : yea, and of al BOi 

lerally desired, aa a work, either in staldlines of l^flr, 

ith of conceit, or true ornaments of poeticaU artg. inletjoi- 

tbo censurer. The braue youths that then {to their Uih 
pTBiaes) so feelingly performed the same in action, did abpruy' 
after lay vp the boohe ynregarderi. or perhaps lot it fa 
abraade (as many parentes doe their children oncoj^ 
dandling) not respecting so much what h«rd fortune nbOt 
befall lining out of thiu lingen. as bow their heroical t^ 
might againe be quiclil» conceiued widi new iimeiilioia «( 
like worthines. wherof tbey hmue been nier since wnndcfflA 
(ertill. But this orphan of theirs (for be wandreth as it wore 
^erlesse,) hath natwithstanding, by the rare and bewtibd 
perfections appearine in him, hethetlo neucr watiled great 
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l^iXvly lay neglected aiaong^l your papers) at our next ap- 
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Winjigr, and (he wife of the al»ve-[iiei, tLonai Hcniy Grey, Esquire of Kieo. 
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pUy flllmrl from Ihc following pa^'^ge in hts PreTace. 

''HDCHpon I haveindured some conflict between reason and judgement, 

cailiUE !a5 anme ihiijc il) that the memory of Taacn^x Tragedy abound be 
WDUO by my means nvued, which the viaxt 1 read o-er, and the uinrs I 
conndETcd iheresn, the looner I wu won to consent thereunlo : calling to 
mmd that nciihei the thrice reverend and leimed father, K, .Beia, was 

sf jUrsAam, not (hat rare Scot (the scholar of our !Sf:\Buduaiim, his coast 
pubeticBl IrfilLi." ' Dsdilc^i Old flayi: ii, 165, Ed. by J. P. Collier, 

^ifu Identity nuy be conddered as eUaUishf d. Wilmott the Poet lived 
a tiU iCiQ : when he was succeeded an hi> dea.h by W. Jackson, in ifae 
- ' ryufNunhOkendon. NtiiHSHrt.idnn. U. wi. 

■ ai concerning W. Webbe than the above letter, has yet 
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A Difcourfc of Englifli Poetrie 



INTRODUCTION. 

JB^nPart from the exceflive rarity of this work, two 
HHffi copies of it only being known ; it deferves 
^^HQ permanent republication as a good example 
^^Ee bell form of Effiiy Writing of its time ; and as 
HlvDf the feriea of Poetical Criticifms before the ad- 
vent of Shakefpeare as a writer, the fludy of which is 
fo effential to a right underilanding of our beft. Verfe. 
Although Poetry is the mod ethereal part of 
Thought and Expreffion ; though Poets mud be boro 
and cannot be made : yet is there an art of Poefy ; 
fet forth long ago by Horace but varying with differ- 
ing languages and countries, and even with different 
ages in the life of the fame country. In our tongue — 
Milton only excepted — there is nothing approaching, 
either in the average merit of the Journeymen or llie 
fuperlative excellence of the few Mafter-Cralirmen, the 
Poefy of the Elizabethan age. Hence the value of 
thefe early Poetical Criticifms. Their difcufCon of 
principles is moll helpful to all readers in the difcern- 
tnent of ihe fubtle beauties of the numberlefs poems 
of that era : while for lliofe who can, and who will ; 
they wiU be found fingubrly fuggeflive in the training 
of their own Power of Song, for tlie inftruftion and 
delight of this and future generations. "i^^H 

A Cambridge graduate ; the private tutor, for ibi^^^^| 

Eee years pad, to Edward and Thomas S^^^H 
1 



Introiiu^ion. 



of ^^1 
lant fiwF . 



yard, the fons of Edward Sulyard Efquire, of I 
yngs, fituated in EfTex, fome tliirty mik-s diilant fi 
London; our Author gave his leifure hours t 
Hudy of Latin aod Engliih poetry. 

He had acquainted himfelf with -our older Poctsi 
and with the contemporary verfe; and, thinking foi 
himfelf, he endeavoured to fee exatflly what Englifh 
poetry aiSlnally was, and what it might and fhould be- 
come. Doubtlefs in his walks in the large park ivs- 
rounding the Old Manor Houfe this fubjedl oflen oc- 
cupied his thoughts, and he fat down to commit hu 
opinions to the prefs, in the prefence and quietude tf 
a large and fair landfcape flretching far away foulil- 
ward beyond the Thames into Kent, diverfified wirfi 
the fpires of many churches and the mails of many 
palTmg fhips : and all illuminated with the glow Sod 
glory of the fummer evenings of 1586. 

Webbe was as much affefled with the ' immoderate 
modefly' with which, five years later, he charged Wil- 
mot, as any of the writers of that age. He dreads, at 
p. 55, the unauthorized publication of his veriion of 
the Georgia, and he mud have been moved deejrfy 
by ' the rude multitude of rufticall Rymers, who wili 
be called Poets' before he ventured to advocate in 
print ' the reformation of our Englifti Verfe,' i.e., the 
abandonment of Khyme for Metre. 

He calls his work ' a Height fomewhat compiled for 
recreation in the intermyflions of my daylie bufineffe," 
yet it is the motl extenfive piece of Poetical Criticiim 
that had hitherto appeared. He had read, for he 
quotes at p. 64, G. Gafcoigne's Certayne Notes, &'c., 
1575 ; aifo Three proper and wittie, familiar loiters, 
by Immerito [Edmund Spenfer] and G[abriel H [arvey] 
1580, to -which he alludes at _^. 36. He may have 
heard of Sir P. Sidney's Apologia for Poetrie [1582], 
then circulating in manufcript, or of the young Scotdi. 
. Jlting's Ratlis and Cautelis of Scotiifh Poefie, then bi " 
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InlrodiiHion. 



1 



JiUflied at Edinburgh. Yet none of thefe 
' thy, nor deals with the fame extent of fubjeifl, 
■ ; illuflrated by original examples, as is this 

fcough the book is an honefl one, faithfully repre- 
feig the author's robufl mind ; it was written under 
Pilrong influence of three works : Afcham's SchoU- 
najler, 1570; ^Ayas<\ts' Paradife of Dainly Dmccs, 
1576; and Spenfer's Shepherdes Calender, anonymoufly 
publifhed, without the author's confent, by E. K. \i.t., 
Edward Kirke, as is generally believed] in 1579. He 
follows Afcham as to the origin of RJiyme; and alfo in 
his error as to SimmiasRhodiasat /. 57,&c. He quotes 
W. Hunois' poem at p. 66, from the colledlion of 
Edwardes. It is alfo Webbe's great merit as a lover 
and judge of poetry, tliat he indindtively fixes upon 
the Shepherdes Calender (never openly acknowledged 
by Spenfer in his lifetime) as the revelation of a great 
poet, as great an Engliih Poet indeed, as had yet ap- 
peared. That Paftoral Poem gave Webbe a higher 
reverence for Spenfer than his great Allegory breeds 
refpefl for him in many, now-a-days. 

The facility of Rhyme,at a timewhen there were many 
wonderfully facile Khymers, induced Afcham, Webbe, 
and many others to feek after a more difficult form of 
Englifli verfe. Claflical feet Webbe himfelf experi- 
enced to be a 'troublefome and unpleafant peece of 
labour,' fo he fought after fomething more adapted to 
the nature of the language, 'fome perfect platforme oi^ 1 
■ J'rvfedia of veriifying.' Blank verfe would have fatif* 
fied him, but he did not rccognife its merits in Surrey's! ' 
Otanflation of the j£neid. He is, however, warm in 
his praife of Phaer's verfion of that work in hexame- 
ters -. and gives us three pieces of reformed verfe of 
his own coinage ; two in hexameters, and one in 
fapphics. 

Finally, Webbe wrote 'thefe fewe leaucs' 'to ilirre 



lo Tniro/fuBion. 

vppe fome other of meete abilitie, to bedowe traueil I 
in this matter.' His wifh had been anticipated, ^\ 
ready a Mailer Critic was at work — we know not (qtI 
certainty whether it was George Puttenham, or whsl 
elfe — who, lieginning to write in 1585, publifhed in I 
1589 The Arte of Etiglipt Poefu: which is the lai^l 
and ahlell criticifm of Englith Poefy that appeared Jtifl 
print, during the reign of Elizabeth. 
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To the right vvorfhip= 

full, learned, and mon: gentle Gentli 




V verie good Master, Ma. 
Edward Suliard, Efquire. W. VY. 
wyflieth his harts defire. 

(••■) 



I 



|Ay it pleafe you Syr, tkys once 

more to beare with my ruderus, m 
prefmtin^ vnto your viewe, an other 
Jlender coiKcUe, of my fimpU mpa: 
city: •whcrin alihovgh I am notable 
to bring you anie thing, which is 
meete to detains yaii from your more ferious matters: 
yet vppon my knowledge of your former courttfy and 
your fauourable covJitenaunce towardes ail enterprifa 
of Learning, I dare make bald to craue your accustomed 
patience, in turning ouerfome oftlufefewe leaues, which 
I fhall account a greater rccompente, then the wryting 
^^^eofmay deferue. 







J4 The Epiflle. 

Thejirmi hope of your wonted gmtlenes, not any 
lykiiig of myns owne iabour, made tne thus prefumptUr 
oujly to craue your ■worships patronage for my fesn 
booke. A pretty aunfwere is reported by fame to be made 
<&> Appelles to ^i«^ Alexander, who (in difport) takaig 
vp one of his penfilles to draws a tine, and asking tht 
Faynters iudgmeni of his draught. It is doone (guoth 
Apclles) like a King.- meaning indeede it was drawen as 
hepleafed, but was nothing ieffe then good workmanshippe. 
Myfelfe in like fort, taking vppon me, to make a drcaight 
of Englifli Poetry, and requefting your worJJiyps cer^art 
of tlie fame, you wyii perhaps gyue me thys verdOi, It 
was doone like a Scholler, meaning, as I could, hU 
indeede snore like to a learner, then one through grounded 
in Poeticall workmanship. 

AleKaoder in drawing his lyne, leaned fometime tee 
hard, otherwhyle too foft, as neuer having beetle appren- 
tice to the Arte: I in drawing this Poeticall difcourfe, 
make it feme -where loflraight (leaning out tite cheefe col- 
loures and ornaments of Poetry) in an other place to wyde 
(fluffing in peeces little pertinent to true Podry) as one 
'.quainted wyth tlte learned Mufes, What then f 
he being a king, myght meddle in what Scyence him 
though therein /lee had no skyll: fo I becing a 
kamer, wylltrye my cunning in fome parts of Learning, 
though neuer fofimple. 

Nowe, as for my faucie prejftng Vppon your expelled 
fauor in craning your iudgmeni, I befeech you let me 



The Epiftle. 

utie tkys excufe: that ■w/iereas true GmtilitU 
euer wiiltdrawe her iouing affeSlion from Lady 
ig-, so I am perf-waded, tJiat your worshyppe cannot 
htife, but coniinui your wonted famuralk hmigniti 
'ffwardes all the indeuourers to learning, of wHteh 
■srporalion I doo indesde profeffe my felfe one fil 



Forfith the wryters of all ages, liaue fought 
doubted Bulwarke and stedfa_ft fauegarde the patronage 
of Nohilitye, (a filicide as fure as can be to learning) 
wfierin toflirowde andfafelye place their feuerall inuen- 
tions: ■why should not Ifeekefome harbour for my poore 
trauell to reste and flaye vppon, ieeing of it felfe vnable 
to Jkyft the carping cauilles and byting fcornes of leuide 
Mfilrollcrs 9 

And in tructh, where myght I rather choofe a fure 
^^ence and readye refuge for the fame, then where I fee 
^crfecte Genlilitye, and nobleneffe of viinde, to be fafle 
yndied with excellende of learning and arable courtefye 1 
^oreouer, adde thys to the ende of myne exctife: that I 
'^Kdt it into your fight, not as anie wyttiepeece ofworke 
'^t may deliglit you: hit being afleightfomewhat com- 
fvtedfor recreation, in the intermyffions of my daylie 
^^Jineffe, (euen thys Summer £uaiinges} as a token ef 
*hat earnest and vtiquenchaik defyre I haue to shewe my 
X^Jedueiifiillandwelwyllingtowardesyou, VVlurevnto 
^tut continually eisflamed more arid more, when I con- 
Mireytlter your fauourable freendshyppe -afed iowan 
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ttty/eifi, »■ your gentle countetsaume Jliewed to myjlm^ 
trauelles. The one I haue tryed in that homely tranfia. 
Hon I prefented vnto you: the other Ifinde tnte in yeur 
eurtffms putting to my trufl, and dooing me Jo great 
kone/fy and credite, with the charge of thefe towafii 
yning Gentlemen your fonnes. 

To which pregnant ympes of right excellent &Bft,-f 
would I were able, or you myght haue occafion to Mwit 
iriall of my lotting mimie: who s/ioulde well pereeyae my 
felfe to remayne vnto tliem afaythfull andtrujly Achates, 
euenfofarreas my wealth my woe, my power or ferrUl^ 
my penne or witte, my health or lyfe may feme to fa^Ai 
myne ahilily. 

Huge heapes ofwordes I myght pyk together to trOiUdi 
yott withall; eyther of my felfe or of my dooinges, (ai 
feme doo) or of your wor^yppes commendable vertues (as 
the mojle doo) But I purpofely chufe rather to letpaffe 
thefpreading of that worthy fame which you haue euer 
tlien to runne infufpidon of fawning JlaHery 
thich I euer abhorred. 
Therefore once agatne craning your gentle pardon, 
and patience in your overlooking ihys rude. 
Epijlle: andwyshingmorehappineffethen 
my penne can expreffe to you and your 
whole retinewe, I rest. 

<■■•) 

Yonr worJJiippes faithfull 

Benja.W. YV. YV. 
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the innumerable fortes of Eng- 
lyfhe Bookes, and infinite fardles of 
printed pamphlets, wherewith thys 
Countrey is pedered, all ihoppes 
(luffed, and eueiy fludy furniflied: 
the greateft part I thinke in any 
one kinde, are fuch as are either 
meere PoetioiU, or which tende in fome refpeiTle (as 
either in matter or forme) to Poetry. Of fuch Bookes 
therfore, fith I haue beene one, that haue had a 
deflre to reade not the fewed, and becaufe it is an 
argumeni, which men of great learning haue no ley- 
fure to handle, or at lead hauing to doo «-ith more 
ferious matters doo leafl regarde : If I write fomcthing, 
concerning what I thinke of onr Englifti Poets, or ad- 
uenture to fette downe my fimple iudgement of Englifli 
Poetric, I tRift the learned Poets will giue me leaue, 
and vouchfafe my Booke paffage, as beeing for the 
rudeneffe thereof no preiadice to their noble Hudies, ^. 
but euen (as my intent is) a nj^flar rntix tn ftirre vppe -^ 
fome other of meete abilitie, to beflowe trauell in thi?; 
matter: whereby 1 thinke wee may not onelie get the 
meanes which wee yet wanli^to difceme betweene good ^ 
writers and badde, but perhappes alfo challenge from \ 
the rudg_multitu.de of ruHicall Rymers, who will be ■♦ " 
called Poets, the right practife and orderly conrfe oF . 
Jjue Poetry. 

t is to be wondred at of all, and is lamented of 
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:, that where as all kinde of good learning, hauc 
afpyred to royall dignitie and (latelie grace in our 
Euglilh tongue, being not onelie founded, defended, 
maintamed, andfenlai^ed, but alfo purged from faultes, 
weeded of errours, and polliftied from barbaroufnes, by 
men of great authoritie and iudgement: onelie Poetrici 
hath founde fewefl frends to amende it, thofe that can, 
referuing theyr (kyll to themfelues, thofe that cannot, 
ru nnin g headlong vppon it, thinking to garnith it witii 
their deuifes, but more corrupting it with fantafticall 
errours. What flioulde be the caufe, that our Englifli 
fpeeche in fome of the wyfeft mens judgements, hath 
neuer attained to anie fufficient ripenes, nay not ful 
auoided the reproch of barbarouliies in Poetry? the 
rudenes of the Countrey, or bafenelTe of wylts; or the 
courfe DialeB of the fpeeche ? experience vtteriie dif- 
proueth it to be anie of thefe.- what then? furelie the 

ta "rtrgil ^-nrpitiq ijf (;iiriciijj;^iifbTrnP' ■ which as It neUCT 

was great freend to any good l^Srning, fo in this hath 
it grounded in the mod, fuch- a negligent perfwafion 
of an imponibilirie in matching the bed, that the fineft. 
witts and moft, diuine heades, haue contented them- 
felues with a bafe kinde of fingering.- rather debaling 
theyr faculties, in fetting forth theyr fkyll in the cour- 
fefl manner, then for breaking cudome, they ^ould 
labour to adorne their Countrey and aduamice their 

»ilyle with the highell and nioU leamedfl toppe of 
true Poetry. The nidenes or vnaptneffe of our 
ponntrey to be either none or no hinderaunce, if 
reformation were made accordinglie, the exquifite ex- 
cellency in all kindes of good learning nowe flourifii- 
ing among vs, inferiour to none other nation, may 
fufficiently declare. 
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That there be as fliarpe and qiiicke wittes in Eng- 
land as eucr were among the peerelelTe (jrecians, or 
renowmed Romaines, it were a note of no witte at all 
in me to deny. And is our fpeeche fo courfe, or our- 
phrafe fo harflie, that Poetry cannot therein finde a 
vayne whereby it may appeare Hke it felfe ? why fliould 
we think fo bafely of this ? rather then of her fifter, I 
meane Rbeloricall Eloqiiulien^ which as they were by 
byrth Twyns, by kinde the fame, by originall of one 
defcent; fo no doubt, as Eloquence hath' founde fuch. 
fauoures, in the Englifli tongue, as ihe frequeulethnot 
any more gladly; fo would Poetrye if there were the 
Kke welcome and entertainment gyiien her by our 
Englilh Poets, without queflion afpyre to wonderfiill 
perfeflion, and appeare farre more gorgeous and delect- 
able among vs. Thus much I am bolde to fay in 
bebalfe of Poetrie, not that I meane to call in queftion 
the reuerend and learned workes of Poetrie, written in 
our tongue by men of rare iudgement, and mod excel- 
lent Poets.- but euen as it were by way of fupphcation 
to tiie famous and learned Lawreat Matlers of Eng- 
lande, that they would but confult one halfe howre 
with their heauenly Mufe, what credite they might 
winnc to thcyr natiue fpeeche, what enormities they 
might wipe out of Englilh Poetry, what a fitte vaine 
they might frequent, wherein to (hewe forth their worthie 
faculties.- if Englilh Poetrie were truely reformed, and 
fome perfeifl platforme or Profodia of verfifying were 
by them ratifyed and fette da«-ne : eyther in immitadon 
of Greekes and Latines, or where it would Ikant abydc 
the touch of theyr Rules, the like obferuations fcle£led 
and eftabliflied by the naturall affeflation of the 
fpeeche, Tiius much I fay, not to perfwade you 
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are the fauourers of Englifhe Poetry but to mooue it 
to you ; beeing not the firfle that haue thought vpon 
this matter, but one that by confent of others, haue 
taken vppon me to lay it once again in your wayes, if 
perhaps you may flumble vppon it, and chance to looke 
fo lowe from your diuine cogitations, when your Mufe 
mounteth to the flarres, and ranfacketh the Spheres of 
heauen; whereby perhaps you may take compaffion of 
noble Poetry, pittifuUie mangled and defaced, by rude 
fmatterers and barbarous immitatours of your worthy 
fludies. If the motion bee worthy your regard it is 
enough to mooue it, if not, my wordes woulde fimply 
preuaile in perfwading you, and therefore I refl vppon 
thys onely requefl, that of your courtefies, you wyll 
graunt paflage, vnder your fauourable corre6lions, for 
this my fimple cenfure of Englifh Poetry, wherein if 
you pleafe to runne it ouer, you fhall knowe breefely 
myne opinion of the moil part of your accullomed 
Poets and particularly, in his place, the lyttle 
fomewhat which I haue fifted out of my 
weake brayne concerning thys 
reformed verfifying. 

VV: W: 
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ilNtending to write fome difcouife 
Englilh Poetrie, I thinke it not 
araylle if J fpeake fomething gene- 
rally of Poetrie, as, what it is, whence 
it had the beginning, and of what 
ellimation it hath alwayes beene 
and ought to be among al forts of 
people. Poetrie called in Greeke 
•wotrpta, beeing deriued from the Verbe ^rot'tiu, which 
fignifielh in Latine facere, in Englilh, to make, may 
propt-rly be defined, the arte of making: which word 
as it hath ahvaies beene erp{;cially vfed of the befl. of 
oiir Englifh Poets, to expreffe ye very faaihy of 
fpeaking or wryting Poetically, fo doth it in deede 
containe moH filly the whole grace and property of 
the fame, ye more fiillye and effectually then any other 
Englifh Verbe. That Poetry is an Arte, (or rather a 
more excellent thing then can be contayiied wythin 
the compalTe of Arte) though I neede not flande long 
to prooue, both the witnes of Horace^ who wrote de 
arte Poetica, and of Terence, who caileth it ArUm 
Mufieam, and the very naturall property thereof may 
fufBciently declare : The beginning of it as appearelh 
Ijy Plato, was of a vertuous and mofl deuout piirpofe. 
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who witneffeth, that by occafion of meeting of a great 
company of young men, to folemnize ye feails whid, 
|l were called Panegeryea, and were wont to be 
brated euery fift yeere, there, they that were mod pn^f 
nant in wytt, and indued with great gyfts of wyfedOBK 
and knowledge in Muficke aboue the reft did 1^' 
commonly to make goodly verfes, meafured accord!^ 
to the fweetefl, notes of Muficke, containing the prj^ 
of fome noble vertiie, or of imraortalitie, or of foQH: 
fuch thing of ^eated eflimation; which voto UieiB 
feemed, fo heauenly and ioyous a thing, that, thinfr 
ing fuch men to be infpyrde with f ome diuine iaflJQg t 
from heauen, they called them Votes. So when ofliet 
among them of the fineft. wits and aptefl capacities 
beganne in imitation of thefe to frame ditties of lighEf _ 
matters, and timing them to the (Iroake of fome oCjhe 
pleafantefl kind of Muficke, then began ther^o-groW 
a difl-inetion and great diuerfity betweene makers aad 
makers. Whereby {I take it) beganne thys difference : 
that they which handled in the audience of the peojdfv 
graue and necelTary matters, were called wife men or 
eloquent men, which they meant by Vales: and the 
reft which fange of loue matters, or other lighter 
deuifes alluring vnto pleafure and delight, were called 
I\>eta or makers. Thus it appeareth, both Eloquencd 
and Poetrie to haue had their beginning and originall-' 
from thefe exercifes, beeing framed in fuch fweete' 
meafure of fentences and pleafant harmonte called 
Pifffios, which is an apt compofition of wordes or 
claiifes, drawing as it were by force ye hearers eares 
euen whether foeuer it lyfteth; that P!alo aftirraeth 
therein to be contained AotjTtt'a an inchauntment, as 
it were to perfwade them anie thing whether they would 
or no. And heerehence is fayde, that men were firil 
withdrawne from a wylde and fauadge kinde of life, to 
ciuillity and gentlenes, and ye right knowledge of 
humanity by the force of this meafurable or tunable 
fpeaking; 

This opinion (hall you finde confirmed throughout 
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the whole workes of Flato and Arijlotk. And that fach 
was the eflimation of tliis Poetry at thofe times, that they 
f uppofed all wifedom e and knowledge tojie included 
myftically jn that diume inilinction, nherewith they .' 
TE^ghT their "tJaies to bee infpyred. Wherevpon, 
ffifoughput the noble workes of thofe mod etcellent 
Philofophers before named, are the authorities of Poets 
very often alledged. And Cicero in his Tk/cu/ane quef- 
tions is of that minde, that a Poet cannot eipreffe . 
veifes aboundantly, fufficientiy, and full), neither his 
elociuence can flowe pieafaunlly, or his wordes founds 
well and plenteoully, without celefliall inRincrion: ^ 
which Poets therafelues doc very often and gladlie 
witnes of themfelues, as namely Quid in. 6. FaJ!o: 
Ell dms in nobis -AgiianU mllefcimus ilto. etc. Where- I 
vnto I doubt not equally to adioyne the authoritye of I 
our late famous Englifh Poe^ who wrote the Sheep-\ 
heards Calender, where lamenting the decay of Poetry,/ 
at thefe dayes, iaith moft fweetely to the fame. | 

Then make thee winges of thine ajbyring wytt, 

And whence thou cameR flye back to heauen apace, etc^ 

Whofe fine poericall witt, and moH exquifite learning, 
ashelhewedaboundautlyin that peece of worke, in my 
iudgment inferiour to the workes neither of Theocritus 
in Greeke, nor Virgil in Latine, whom hee narrowly 
immitaCeth : fo I nothing doubt, but if his other workes 
were common abroade, which are as I thinke in ye clofe 
cuftodie of certaine his freends, we fhould haue of our 
owne Poets, whom wee might matche in all refpects 
with the bell. And among all other his workes what- 
foeuer, I would wyih to haue the fight of hys Englijh 
Poet, which his freend E. K. did once promife to 
publifhe, which whether he performed or not, I knowe 
not, if he did, piy happe hath not beene fo good as 
yet to fee it. 

~ to returne to-lhe eflimation of Poetry. BeCdes 
U B.nd profitable fruites conUimeaxTi'^cie.'a^ J 
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the inftniction of manners and precepts of g( 
(for that was cheefly refpected in the firft age of Foeti]^' 
this is alfo added to the etemall commendations ef. 
noble faculty: that Kingesand Princes, great aid. 
men, did euer encourage, raayntaine, and rewaw 
n al ages: becaufe they were thought onely t& 
the whole power in their handes, of making loeil 

ler immortally famous for their valiaunt exploytei 
vertuous exercifes, or perpetually infamous toe 

it vicious lines. Wherevppon it is faid ot AcAilles, 

„ t this onely vantage he had of Bifier, that it waA 

his fortune to be extolled and renowned by the hea- 
ucnly verfe of Homer. And as Jiiliy recordetb to be 
written oi Alexander, that with natural teares he wept 
ouer Aehilles Tombe, in ioy that he conceiued at the 
confideration, howe it was his happe to be honoured 
wyth fo diuine a worke, as Homers was. Ariftotle^ « 
mud prudent and learned Philofopher.beeing appointed 
Schoolemafler to the young Prince Alexander, thought 
no worke fo meete to be reade vnto a King, as the 
worke o{ Homer: wherein the young Prince being by 
him indracted throughly, found fuch wonderfull de%ht 
in the fame when hee came to maturity, that hee would 
not onely haue it with him in al! his ioumeyes, but in 
his bedde alfo vnder his pyllowe, to delight him and 
teache him both nights and dayes. The fame is 
reported of noble Sapio, who finding the two Bookes 
of Ilomcr in the fpoyle of Kyng Darius, eileemed them 
as wonderfull precious lewelles, making one of them 
" is companion for the night, the other for the day. 

id not onely was he thus affected to yat one peece 

parte of Poetry, but fo generally he loued the profef- 
thereof, that in his mod ferious affayres, and hot- 
id warres againd Numatilia and Carthage he could 
no whitte be without that olde Poet Ennius in his 
company. But to fpeake of all thofe noble and wyfe 
Princes, who bare fpeciall fauour and countenaunce to 
~ lets, were tedious, and would require a rehearfall of 

fudi, in wbofe time there grewc any lo ciedi\.e a.Ti.4 
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f eftimation in that faculty. Thus farre therefore rnay 
fuflice for the eaimation of Poets. Nowe I thinke 
mofl meete, to fpeake fomewhat, concerniog what hath 
beene the vfe of Poetry, and wherin it rightly confided, , 
and whereof confequently it ohteyned fuch eflimation. 

To hegin therefore with the firfl that was firllworflie- ' 
lye memorable in the excellent gyft of. Poetrye, the , y 
bed writers agree that it was Orpheus, who by . the j 
fweete gyft of his heauenly Poetry, withdrew men from ^, ., 
raungyng vncertainly, and wandiing brutiflily about,. "" 
and made them gather together, and keepe company, 
made houfes, and kept fellowfhippe together, who , , 
therefore is reported (as Horace fayth) to affwage the. 
fierceneffe of Tygers, and mooue the harde Flynts. 
After him was Amphion, who was the firfl that caufed 
Citties to bee builded, and men therein to liue decently 
and orderly according to lawe and right. Next, was 
TyrttEus, who began to practife warlike defences, to 
keepe back enemies, and fane themfelues from inuafion 
of foes. In thys place I thinke were mod conuenient 
to rehearfe that auncient Poet Pyndarvs: but of the 
certaine time wherein he flourilhed, 1 am not very 
certaine : but of the place where he continued modd, 
it (houlde feeme to be the Citty of Thebes, by Plinie 
who reportelh, that Aitxamler in facking the (ame 
Cittie, woulde not fuffer the houfe wherein he dwelt to 
be fpoyled as all the red were. After thefe was -Momfr', 
who as it were in one fumme comprehended all know- 
ledge, wifedome, learning, and pollicie, that was inci- 
dent to the capacity of man. And who fo lide to take 
wewe of hys two Bookes, one of his Iliades, the other ' 
his Odifsea, Ihall throughly perceiue what the right vfe 
of Poetry is: which indeede i s to mingle profile with 
pl eafur e, and fo to delight iTie Reader with pleafantnes j 
oThjs Arte, as in ye meane time, his mind may be well 
intlructed with knowledge and yifedome. For fo did 
that worthy Poet frame thofe his two workes, that in 
reading the firfl, that is his Iliads, by declaring and 
fetdng forth fo liuely the Grecians iSwsJoX-j a;^\s& 
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Troy, together with their prowefle and fortitude againft 
their foes, a Prince (hall leame not onely courage, and ' 
valiantnefle, but difcretion alfo and pollicie to encount«t 
with his enemies, yea a perfect forme of wj'fe confultt 
tions,wIth hisCaptaines, and exhortations to the people 
with other infinite commodities. 

Agayne, in the other part, wherein are defcribed Aft 
manifold and daungerous aduentures of Vlijfes, may S 
man leame many noble vertues; and alfo leame tO 
" pfcape and auoyde the fubtyll p^ctifes, and perrtloui 
entrappinges of naughty perfons: and not onely tips, 
but in what fort alfo he may deale to knowe and per- 
ceiue the affections of thofe which be neere vnto himj 
and mod familiar with him', tlie better to put them in 
trufl with his matters of waight and importaunce. 
Therefore I may boldly fette downe thys to be the 
tnieft, aundenteft and beft kinde of Poetry, to direct 
ones endeuour alwayes to that maikc, that with delight 
they may euermore adioyne commoditie to theyr 
Readers: which becaufe I groimde vpon Homer the 
Prince of all Poets, therefore haue I alledged the order 
of his worke, as an authority fufficiently proouing this 
affertion. 

Nowe what other Poets which followed him, and 
beene of greatell fame, haue doone for the moAe 
parte 'in their feuerall workes I wj'tl briefely, and as my 
(lender ability wyl! feme me declare. But by my leaue, 
I muH content my felfe to fpeake not of all, but of fuch 
as my felfe haue feene, and beene beft acquainted 
withail, and thofe not all nor the molle part of the 
auncient Grecians, of whom I know not how inany 
there were, but thefe of the Latinifls, which are of 
greatefl fame and moil obuious among vs. 

Thus much 1 can fay, that Ariflotle reporieth none 
to haue greatly flourilhed in Greece, at leafl wyfe not 
left behynd them any notable memoriall, before the 
time of Homer. And TuUy fayth as much, that there 
were none wrytt woorth the reading twyce in the 
Romaint tongue, before ye Poet Eniiius. Kni^MTabj 
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as the very fumme or cheefeft effence of Poetry, 
alwayes for the mofl part confifl in deiigliting the 
readers or hearers wyth pleafure, fo as the number of 
Poets increafed, they Hyll inclyned thys way r3ther\ 
then the other, fo that mod of them had fpeciall \ 
regarde, to the pleafantnelTe of theyr fine conceytes, \^ 
whereby they might drawe mens mindes into admira- T 
tion of theyr inuentions, more then they had to the 1 
profitte or commoditye that the Readers fhoulde 1 
reape by their works. And thus as 1 fuppofe came / 
it to palle among them, that for the mofl part of them, 
they would not write one worke contayning fome ferious- 
matter ; but for the fame they woM hkewife powre foorth 
as much of fome wanton or laciuious inuention. Yet' 
fome of the auncientefl. fort d" Grecians, as it feemeth 
were not fo much difpofed' to vayne delectation : as 
Ariftotle faytll of Empeiiodes, that in hys iudgment he 
was onety a natiirall Philofopher, no Poet at all, nor 
that he was like vnto Homer in any thing but hys 
meeter, or number of feete, that is, that hee wrote in 
verfe. After the time of Homer, there began the firlle 
Consedy wryters, who compyled theyr workes in a better 
flile which continued not long, before it was expelled 
by penalty, for fcoffing too broade at mens manners, 
and the priuie reuengements which the Poets vfed 
againd their ill wyllers. Among thefe was Eupolis, 
Craiiiius, and Arijlophcncs, but afterward the order of 
thys wryung Comedies was reformed and made more 
plaufible: then wrytte Plato, Comkus, Mamndcr, and 
1 knowe not who more. 

There be many moil profitable workes, of like anti- 
quity, or rather before them, of the Tragedy writers: 
as of Euripides, and Sophocles, then was there Pheei- 
tidesxcA Jlieagines.viMii many other: which Tragedies 
had their inuention by one Thefpis, and were polltlhed 
and amended hy yEfchilus. The profitte or difcom- 
inoditie which aryfeth by the vfe of thefe Comedies and 

fedies, which is mod, hath beene long in contro- 
!, and is fore vrged among vs at thefe dayes : what 



I thinke of the fame, perhaps I (hall breeftly declare 
anon. 

Nowe concerning the Poets which iiTote in homelj 
manner, as they pretended, but indeede, with g 
pythe and learned iudgment, fuch as were the wTyteis 
of Sheepeheards talke and of huJbandly precepts, wh» 
were among the Grecians that excelled, befides 7S» 
crilm and Hefwdus I know not, of whom the fiiA, 
what profitable workes he left to pollerity, befides hy» 
Idillia or contentions of Goteheards, tending moft bi 
delight, and pretty iaiientioDS, 1 can not telL The 
other, no doubt for his Argument he tooke in haadc, 
dealt very learnedly and profitably, that is, in precq)ti 
of Hufbandry, but yet fo as he myxed much wanton. 
ftuffe among the reft. 

The firft wryters of Poetry among the Latines, 
fhoulde feeme to be thofe, which excelled In the frant- 
ing of Commedies, and that they coodnued a long time 
without any notable memory of other Poets. AdkUk 
whom, the cheefefl. that we may fee or heare tell ^ 
were thefe. Enntus, Cheilitis, Nu^uius, Udmus, 4iti- 
/ins, Ti/rpifius, Tra^, Lujdus, Flaidus, and 7h-ens, 
Of whom thefe two lafl named, haue beene euer fince 
theyr time moft famous, and to thefe dayes are efteemedi 
as greate helpes and furtheraunces to the obtayning i£ 
good Letters. But heere cannot I ftaye to fpeake of 
the moft famous, renowned and excellent, that euei 
writle among the Latine Poets, P. yirgiU, who per- 
formed the very lame in (hat tongue, which IIomtr\iaA 
doone in Greeke: or rather better if better might as 
Sex. Propert. in his Elegies gallanUj' recordeth in his 
praife, JVe/cio quid magis nafcitur lliade, Vnder the 
perfon of Mneas he expreffeth the valoure of a worthy 
Captaine and valiaunt Gouernour, together with the 
perrilous aduentures of warre, and poiliticke deuifes at 
all affayes. And as he immitateth Homer in that worke, 
fo dooth he like«7fe folio we die very fteps of Theg- 
erifus, in his tnoft pythy inuentions of his yEgUgues: 
Bud Likewyfe Uefiodus in his Georgicks or boolus cf 
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Hiifbandry, but yet more grauely, and in a more decent 
ftyle. But notwithilanding hys fage grauity and won- 
derfull wifedome, dyd he not altogether reftrayne his 
vayne, but that he would haue a call at fome wanton 
and ikant comely an Ar^ment, if indeede fuch trifles 
as be fathered vppon hira were his owne. There fol- 
lowed after him, very many rare and excellent Poets, 
whereof the moft part writt light matters, as Epigram- 
wf-s" and Eligks, with much pleafant dalliance, among 
whom may be accounted /Viji^rft'tfj, Tibullus, Catu/lus, 
*itli diners whom 0««/fpeaketh of in diuers places of 
Ws workes. Then, are there two Hyftoricall Poets, no 
letTe profitable then delightfome to bee read : Si/ius and 
^canSs: the one declaring the valiant prowefle of two 
noble Cap'^ines, one enemie to the other, that is, Scipio 
™<i Haniball: the other likewife, the fortitude of two 
s^ert warriours (yet more lamentably then the other 
tecaufe thefe warres were ciuill) Pompey and Cmfar. 
'J^e next in tyme (but as moll men doo account, and 
fo did he hinifelfe) the fecond in dignity, we will ad 
'"yne Quid, a moft learned, and exquifite Poet. The 
^Qrke of greatell profitte which he wrote, was his 
Booke of Mdaniorphofa, which though it confifled ol' 
*^yiied Fables for the moft part, and poeticall inuentions, 
y^t beeing morahzed according to his meaning, and the 
'^eth of euery tale beeing difcouered, it is a worke of 
^'^Ceeding wyfedome and founde iudgment If on^ 
jyfl. in like manner, to hane knowledge and perfect 
'Qtelligence of thofe rytes and ceremonies which were 
"^Dferaed after the Religion of the Heathen, no more 
profitable worke for that purpofe, then his bookes 
■"e Jaslis. The reft of his dooinges, though they tende 
™ the vayne delights of lone and dalliaunce (except 
nis Tristtbus wherein hebewayleth hys exile) yet furely 
^e mixed with much good couniayle and profitable 
lEffons if they be wifely and narrowly read. After his 
jrOnie I know no worke of any great fame, till the time 
"^Mrace, a Poet not of the fmootheft flyle, but in 
fpiiefle of wytt inferiour to none, and one to ^wbLQQi 
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,11 the refl both before his rime and fince, are very much 
beholding. About the (anie time Juuenail and Perfim^ 
then Martial, Seneca a moft excellent wryter of Tragfr- 
dies, Boetim, Lucretius, Statius, Val: Flacms, Mani/ius, 
Aufgnius, Claudian, and many other, whofe iuft times 
and feuerall woorkes to fpeake of in this place, were 
neither much needefull, nor altogeather tollerable, 
becaufe 1 purpofed an other argument. Onely I will 
adde two of later limes, yet not farre inferiour to the 
mod of them aforefayde, Paliengenius, and Baji. Man- 
iuanus, and for a fiEguler gyft in a fweete Heroicali 
verfe, match with them Chr. Oclan. the Authour di 
our Anglorum Prxlia. But nowe lead I flray too faXTG 
from my purpofe, I wyl come to our Englifh Poets, to 
Miom I would I were able to yeelde theyr deferued 

- commendations ; and affoorde them that cenfure, which 
I know many woulde, which can better, if tfaey were 

' nowe to write in my fleede. 

I know no memorable worke written by any Poet in 
purjEngrifl] (peeche, vntiTl twenty yeeres pail: where 
^choughLearning wasnot generally decayde at anytime, 
efpecially fince the Conquefl. of King William Duke df 
Normandy, as it may appeare by many famous works 
and learned bookes (though not of this kinde) wryttei 
by Byflioppes and oljiers: yet furelye that Poetry was 
in finall price among them, it is very manifefl, and no 
great mamayle, for euen that light of Greeke and Latine 
Poets which they had, they much contemned, as ap- 
peareth by theyr rude vcriifying, which of long time 
was vfed (a barbarous vfe itwas)wherin they conuerted 

^the naturall property of the fweete Latine verfe, to be 
a balde kinde of ryming, thinking nothing to be lear- 
nedly'writteTt-in verfe-, which fell not out iu ryme, that 
is, in wordes whereof the middle worde of eche verfe 
fliould found a like with the lal'l, or of two verfes, the 
ide of both (hould fall ia the like letters as thus, 

maJi viuenles, verfus audile fequenUt. 
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^nd thus likewyfe. 

I Fropier Aac ft alia dogmata dolUrum 

Rear ejfe Melius el magis decorum: 
I Quifquefuam habeal, et non proximonim. 

Thisbrutifh Poetrie, though it liad not the beginning 

in this Countrey, yet fo hath it beene affected heere, that 

the infection thereof would neuer (nor I thinke euer. 

■will) be rooted vppe againe: I meane this tynkerly 

; veife wluch we call ryme ; Matter Afiham layth, that" 

' it fir^ began to be followed and maintained among the 

' Hunnes and Gothians, and otlier barbarous Nations, 

who with the decay of all good learning, brought it into < 

Italy: from dience it came into Fraunce, and fo to 

CCTTma:«V,atlall,conueyed mio England, byraen indeede 

of great wifedome and learning, but not confiderate nor 

dicumfpect in that behalfc. But of this I muH intreate 

taore heereafter, 

Henry the firil King or that name in England, is 
i wonderfully extolled, in all auncient Recordes of me- 
' moiy, for hys finguler good learning, in all kinde of ' ■ 

noble Ibidies, in fo much as he was named by his fur- 
, name Beaucleark, as much to (ay, as Fayrederke 
■ (whereof perhappes came ye name of Fayreclowe) what 
knowledge hee attained in the Ikyll of Poetry, 1 am 
not able to fay, I report his name for proofe, that 
' learning in this Country was not httle efleeraed of at 
that rude time, and that like it is, among other fludies, 
a King would not neglect the faculty of Poetry. The r 
■ firil of OUT Englifh Poets that I haue heard of, was lohti 
j Gower, about the time of king Rychard the feconde, as , 
' it fhould feeme by certayne coniectures bothe a Knight, , 

, and queflionleffe a finguler well learned man; whofe J 

iworkes I could wyfh they were all whole and perfect I 

among vs, for no doubt they contained very much deepe I 

uifflowledge and delight: which maybe gathered by his 1 

fteend ChiTwar, who fpeakelh of him oftentimes, in 1 
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■diuerts] places of hys workes. " Chawcer, whofi . _ 
excellent fame which hee obtayneil in his Poetry, m 
alwayes accounled the God of Englifh Poets (fucfc' 
tylle for honours fake hath beene giuen him} was no 
after, if not cquall in time to Gower, and hath left mw 
workes, both for delight and profitable knowledge, fim 
ejiceeding any other that as yet euer fince hys tin) 
directed iheyr fludies that way. Though the manni 
of hys llile may feeme blimte and courfe to many i^ 
, Englilh earesat thefedayes,yetin tnieth, if it beequ!fi( 
pondered, and with good iudgment aduifed, and co( 
firmed with the time wherein he wrote, a man fia 
perceiue thereby euen a tnie picture or perfect fhaji 
of a right Poet. He by his delightfome vayne, J 
' gulled the eares of men with his deuifes, that, althoug 
corruption bare fuch fway in mofl matters, that lejtnnf 
and truth might (kant bee admitted to fliewe it.fetli 
yet without controllment, myght hee gyrde at the-rk* 
and abufes of all Hates, and gawJe with very (harpe an 

Ieger inuentions, which he did fo learnedly and jJes 
fantjy, that none therefore would call him into queilio* 
For fuch was bis bolde fpyrit, that what enormities Ji 
faw in any, he would not fpare to jiay them hom« 
eyiher in playne words, or els in fome prety and pleafefl 
couert, that the fimpled might efpy him. 
Neere in time vnto him was Lydgaie a Poet, furd 
for good proportion of his verfe, and meetely curtaB 
(lyle, as the time atfoorded comparable with Chanttt 
yet more occupyed in fuperilicious and odde matCeif 
. then was requefite in fo good a wytte : which, thon^ 
y'he handled them commendably, yet the matters flieO 
•f felues beeing not fo commendable, hys edimation hat 
beene the leffe. The next of our auncient Poets, tfai 

J I can tell of, I fuppcfe to be Fierce Ploughman, wll 

in hys dooinges is fomewhat harlhe and obfcure, bt 
indeede a verypithywryter, and{to hys commendatio 
Tfpeake it) was the firfl that I haue feene, that obferue 
ye quantityof our verfe without the curiofity of Ryme-^ 
Since tliefe I kiiowe none other tjll the time » 
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who writ in the rime of Kyng Henry the cyght, ' 
indeede he obta>-iied the Lawrell Garland, fo 
wyth good ryght yeelde him theritle of a Poet; 
IS doybtles a pleafant conceyted fellowe, and of 
(harpewytte, exceeding bolde, and would nyppe ' 
veiy quicke where he once fette holde. Next ' 
thynke I may place mafter George Gajkoyne',-^ . 
Souldier in the affayres of hys Prince and 
_ inntry, as he was a wytty Poet in his wryting : whofe 
commendations, becaiife I found in one of better 
iudgrnent then my felfe, I wyl fette downe hys wordes, 
and iiippreOe myne owne, of hym thus wryteth £. K. 
vppon die ninth /Eglogue of the new Poet 

Mafler Geor^ Gajkoyne a wytty Gentleman and the 
very cheefe of ■qur late rymers, who and if fome partes 
of learning wantett-^mtWbeitis well knowne he altoge- 
ther wanted not learning) no doubt would haue attayned 
' to yie excellencye of thofe famous Poets. For gyfls 
of wytt, and natutall promptnes appeare in him aboun- ■ 
dandy. I might next fpeake of the dyuers workes of 
the olde Earle of Surrey : of the L. Vaus, of Norton, 
of Brijiow, Edwardes, Tujjir, durchvard. VVyl: 
Hunrus: Haiwecd: Sand: Hyll: S. Y. M. D. and 
many others, but to fpeake of their feuerall gyfts, and 
aboundant (kyll (hewed forth by them in many prel 
and learned workes, would make my difcourfe 
more tedious. 

I may not omitte the deferucd commendarions of 
many honourable and noble Lordes, and Gentlemen, in 
her Maiedies Courte, which in the rare deuifes of 
Poetry, haue bcene and yet are mod excellent fkyl- 
full, among whom, the right honourable Earle of Oxford 
may challenge to him felfe the tytle of ye moil excellent 
among the refl. I can no longer forget thofe learned 
Gentlemen which tooke fuch profitable paynes in trans- 
lating the Latine Poets into our EngUfh tongue, whoffi 
defertes in that behalfe are more then I can vtter, 
, thefe, I euer elleemed, and while I lyue, in my 
't I (hall account Mailer D^Phaer: without doubt 

V 
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thebefl: who as indeede hee had the bed peece < 
Poetry whereon to fette a mod gallant verfe, fo pe 
formed he it accordingly, and in fuch fort, as in ii 
confcience I thinke would fcarcely be dooDe againe, 
it were to doo again. Notwithdanding, I fpeak it \f 
as myne own fancy, not preludiciall to thofe that lift 
thinke otherwyfe. Hys worke whereof I fpeake, is tl 
englifhing of /Eneidos of Vtrgiil, fo farre foorth as 
pleafed God 'to fpare him life, which was to the hal 
parte of th e ^enth E ooke. the redbeeing fincewTthl 
leife commendations finilhed, by tliat worthy fchoU 

; and famous Phifition Mader Thomas Twyne. 

Equally with him may I well adioyne Mafter Artla 
Gelding, for hys labour in engliihiug Quids Meiamt> 
phofis, for which Gentleman, fureiy our Country ha. 
for many refpects greatly to gyue God thankes: as f 
him which hath taken infinite paynes without ceafin 
trauelleth as yet indefatigably, and is addicted witho 
fociety, by his continuall laboure, to profit this nati< 
i fpeeche in all kind of good learning. The nea 
very well defemeth Mafter Bamabe Googe to be place 
as a painefullfurtherer of learning: hys helpe to Poet 
befides hys owne deuifes, as the tranflating of Faff4 
genius. Zodiac. Abraham Fkmming as in many pre 
Poefis of hys owne, fo in tranflating hath doone to b 
commendations. To whom 1 would heere adioyne tM 
of hys name, whom I know to haue excelled, as w 
in all kinde of learning as in Poetry mod efpeoall 
and would appeare fo, if the dainty morfelles, and |il 
poeticall inuentions of hys, were as common abitWE 
as I knowe they be among fome of hys freendes. X^ 
craue leaue of the laudable Authors of Seneca in Efl 
lidi, of the other partes of Ouid, of Horace, of Mantlta 
and diners other, becaufe I would haflen to ende tlQ 
rehearfall, perhappes offenfyue to fome, whom eyth' 

■ by forgetfulnes, or want of knowledge, I muft needf 
ouer pafle. , 

And once againe, I am humbly to defire pardon ( 
the learned company of Gentiecoen Schollers, an 
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Bts of the Vniueriities, ajid Iniies of Courte, yf I 
; theyr feuerall commendations ill this place, 
b I knowe a great number of them haue worthely 
Hed, ui many rare deuifes, and fmguler inuentions 
Ktrie: for neither hath it beene my good happe, 
; feene all which I bane hcarde of, neyther is 
Bbyding in fuch place, where I can with facility get 
flriedge of their workes. 
le Gentleman notwithflanding among them may I 
not ouerflyppe, fo farre reacheth his fame, and fo worthy 
is he, if hee haue not already, to weare the Lawrell 
wreathe, Matter George VVhetJlone, a man fmgularly 
well (kyld in this faculty of Poetrie: To him I w>-l 
ioyne Anthony Munday, an eamefl, traueller in this 
arte, and in whofe name I haue feene very excellent 
workes, among which fnrely, the moil exquifite vaine 
of a witty poeticall heade is thewed in the fweete fo.bs 
of Sheepheardes and Nymphes : a worke well worthy 
to be viewed, and to bee efteemed as very rare Poetrie, 
With thefe I may place lohn Graunge, Knyght, VVyl- 
mitt, Darrell, F. C. F. K. G. B. and many other, 
w]iole names come not nowe to my remembraunce. 

This place haue I purpofely referued for one, who 
if not only, yet in my judgement principally defenieth 
the t^e of the rijiiitefl ^Enalifli Foc t that euer I read ; 
that is, the Author of the Sheepeheardes Kalender, \^ 
intitiiled to the woorthy Gentleman Mader Phillip 
Sydney, whether it was Mafter Sp. or what rare Schol- 
_ler in PembrSoke Hall foeuer, becaufe himfelf and his 
freepdea, for what refpect I knowe not, would noL 
reueale it, I force not greatly to fette downe: forry I 
am that 1 can not find none other with whom I might 
c6uple him in this Catalogue, in his rare gyft of Poetry: i 
although one there is, though nowe long fmce, feriouily I 
occupied in grauer lludies, (Madcr Gabriell Harvey) | 
yet, as he was once his moll fpecial freende and fellow 
Poet, fo becaufe he hath taken fuch paynes, not onely I 
in his Latin Poetry {for which he enioyed great com- | 
mendations of the bell both in judgment and dignity in ' 



36 A Difcourfc of 



s, of wmi 



^^m"^ to beautify the lame with braue deuifes, of 

^H thinke the cheefe lye hidde in hatefull obfcurity: 

^H fore wyll I aduenture to fette them together, as twc 

^H - the rarctt witts, and leamedft mailers of Poetri* 

^H England. Whofe worthy and notable fkyl in | 

^^B faailty, T would wylh if their high dignities anil feii 

^B^ . bufinefles would pennit, they would (lyll graunt to .1 

^a'fuTtheraunce to that reformed kinde of Poetry, wh 

■Mailer /faritejfeAd once beginne to ratify ; and fui 

in mine opinioSjTtjiee had chofen fome gntuer mat 

il and handled but witti nalfe that ikyll, which I knc 
I he could baue doone, and not powred it foorth 1 
I venture, as a thinge betweene ied and eamefl, it } 
j taken greater effect then it did. 
I As for theother^G entletuan , if it would pleafe I 
, or hys freendes'toletthofe excellent Formes, wher 
I know he hath plenty, tome abroad, as his Dreadl 
his Legends, his Court of Cii^iii, his English Poet* 
other: he fhoulde not onely (lay the rude pens of' 
felfe and others, but alfo fatiffye the thirfly defirej 
many which defire nothing more, then to fee mon 
hys rare inuentions. If I ioyne to Mailer Haruey \ 
two Brethren, I am afTured, though they be both bul 
with great and waighty callinges (the one a godly S 
learned Diuine, the other a famous and (kylfuU PhiCtii 
yet if they lyfled to fette to their helping handfiS 
Poetry, they would as much beautify and adome it 
any others. 
If If I lot pafle the vncountable rabble of iyming.Bai 

■ makers and compylers of fenceletTe fonets, w^i>o_l)ejs 
bufy, to fluffe euety (lall full of groffe ^ uifco t md ^ 
learned Pamphlets: I trull I fhall with the beft fcffl 
held excufed. Nor though many fuch can framftj 
' gX" Alehoufe fong of fiue(o?)fixe fcore verfes, hobblingm^ 
fome tune of a Nonnen lygge, or Robyn hoo*^ 
I.a lubber etc And perhappes obferue iufl numM 
^^ fiilables, eyght in one line, fixe in an other, and iSt 
^^L withall an A to make a iercke in the ende; yet if tti 
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light be accounted Poets (as it is (ayde fome of them 
make meanes to be promoted to ye Lawrell) furely we 
(hall (hortly haue whole fwarmes of Poets : and euery 

^One that can frame a Booke in Ryme, though for want 
of matter, it be but in commendations of Copper nofes 
or Bottle Ale, wyll catch at the Garlande due to Poets : 
whofe potticalljpoeticail^l fliould fay^eades, I would 
wyfhe, at then^worlhipftill comencements might in 
lleede of Lawrell, be gorgioufly gamilhed with fayre 
greene Barley, in token of their good affection to our 
Englifhe Malt./(bne fpeaketh thus homely of them, with 
whofe words I wyll content my felfe for thys time, be- ■ 
caufe I woulde not bee too broade wyth them in mjije ^ 
owne fpeeche. 'v. L), }}■■ . 

In regarde (he meaneth of the learned framing tfc^ ^^ 
newe Poets workes which writt the SheepheardesCalen-l. " 
der.) I fcome and fpue out the rakehelly rout of our'- 
ragged Rymers, (for fo themfelues vfe to hunt the Let- ' 
ter) which without learning boafte, without iudgtnent 
iangle, without reafon rage and fume, as if fome irrflinct 
of poeticall fpyrite had newlie rauifhed. them, aboue 
the meaneffe of common capacity. And beeing in 
the midft of all their brauery, fuddainly for want oi 

^ matter or of Ryme, or hauing forgotten their former 
conceyt, they feeme to be fo payned and trauelled in 
theyr remerabrauuce, as it were a woman in Chyldbyrth, 
or as that fame Pythia when the traunce came vpon 
her. Os rabidum fera corda domans dc. >* 



s farre foorth haue I aduentured to fette 
clowne parte of my fimple iudgemetit con- 
reming thofe Poets, with whom for the 
mod part Ihaue beene acquainted through 
myneowne reading: which though it may 
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_. e fomethiug impertinent to the tytle of ray Boo^ 
yet I trull the courteous Readers wyll pardon me, cot 
fidering that poetry is not of that grounde and antiqui^ 
in our Englirfi tongue, but that fpeaking thereof on^ 
, as it is Englifh, would feeme hke vnto the drawing ill 
ones pycture without a heade. 

Nowe therefore by your gentle patience, wyll I vrfU 
like breuity make tryall, what I can fay concermi^ 
our Engliihe Poetry, fird in the matter thereof, then £ 
the forme, that is, the manner of our verfe: yet fo u 
I mud eiiermore haue recourfe to thofe times and 
wryters, whereon the EngUih poetry taketh as it wwe 
the difcent and propriety e. 

Englifti Poetry therefore beeing confidered accord- 

I ing to common cuftome and auncient vfe, is, where 

I any workc is learnedly compiled ip ^af'Ta.bl gJ'peed iei 

' and framed in wordes contayning nmnber or"propflP 

tion of iuft fyllables, delighting the readers or heaiws 

as well by the apt and decent framing of wordes in 

I equall refemblance of quantity; commonly called verfe, 

. as by the (kyllfuU handUng of the matter whereof it 13 

I intreated- I fpake fomewhat of the beginning of thya 

meafuring of woriles in iufl number, taken out of 

Plato: and indeede the regarde of true quantity in 

Letters and fyllables, feemeth not to haue been much 

vrged before ^ the time of Homer in Greece, as 

Ariflolle mtneiTeth. 

■ The. matters whereof verfes were iirll made, were 
eyther exhortations to vertue, dehortations from vice, 
~tjr.the prayfes of fome laudable thing. From thence 
'' they beganne to vfe them in exercifes of immitating 
Tome vertuous and wife man at their feaftes; where as 
fome. one Ihoulde be appointed to reprefent an other 
inans' perfon of high eftimation, and he fang fine ditties 
and wittie fentences, tunably to their Mufick notes. 
Of thys fprang the firfl kinde of Comedyes, when they 
begarme to bring into thefe exercifes, more perfons 
then one, whofe fpeeches were deuifed Dyalc^e wife 
in aunfwering one another. And of fudi UVt 
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Bbs, or as fome wyll needes haue it, long before the 

^Kcr, began the firfl. Tragedies, and were fo called of 

^Hkvs, becaufe the Actor when he began to play his 

^^K flewe and offered a Goate to their Goddefle : but 

^^nmedies tooke their name of Ko/ia'^civ Kai aScii' 

^Km^a/um ire, to goe a fealling, becaufe they vfed to 

^ffrin procefllon with their fport about the Citties and 

^HOages, mingling much plcaiaunt myrth wyth theyr 

[graue Religion, and leading cheerefully together >vyth 

as great ioy as might be deuifed. But not long after 

(as one delight draweth another) they began to inuent 

new perfons and newe matters for their Comedies, 

fuch as the deuifers thought meetefl. to pleafe the 

peoples vaine: And from thefe, they beganne to pre- 

feni in ihapes of men, the natures of vertues and 

vices, and affections and quallities incident to men, 

as luftice, Temperance, Pouerty, Wrathe, Vengeaunce, 

Sloth, Valiantnes, and fuch like, as may appeare by 

the auncient workes oi Ariflophanes. There grewe at 

laftto be agreater diuerCtye betweene Tragedy wryters 

and Comedy wryters, the one exprefiing onely forrow- 

full and lamentable Hyilories, bringing in the perfons 

of Gods and Goddeffes, Kynges and Queenes, and 

great flates, whofe pafts were cheefely to exprcffe mofl 

miferable calamities and dreadfuU chaunces, wliich 

increafed worfe and worfe, tyll they came to the moR- 

woful! plight that might be deuifed. 

The Comedies on the other fide, were directed to a 
contrary ende, which beginning doubtfully, drewe to 
fome trouble or turmoyle, and by fome lucky chaunce 
- alwayes ended to the ioy and appeafement of all 
parties. Thys diHinction grewe as fome holde opinion; 
by immitation of the workes of Homo' : for out of his 
tiiads, the Tragedy wryters founde dreadfuU euents, 
whereon to frame their matters, and the other out of 
hys Odyffea tooke arguments of delight, and pleafant 
ending after dangerous and troublefome doubles. So 
tiiat, though there be many fortes of poeticall wrytingi, 
and Poetry is not debarred trom an-j YQ3.^.^.'ix,^\^^si^^. 
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may be exprefTed by penne or fpeeche, yet fo 
better vnderRanding, and breefer method of 
difcourfe, I may comprehende the fame in three (cstts, 
which are Comical], Tragicall, Hillori[c]all. Vnder 
firil, may be contained all fuch £pi^rammes, "EU^ 
and delectable ditties, which Poets haue deuifed 
fpecring onely the delight thereof: in ihe feconde, 
dolefiili complaynts, lamentable chaunces, and w 
foeuer is poetically expreiTed in forrow and heauinea 
■ In the third, we may comprife, the refle of all fijA 
■.matters, which is indifferent betweene the othertwJi 
doo commonly occupy the pennes of Poets: fuch, 
the poeticall compyling of Chronicles, the freend^ 
greetings betweene freendes, and very many foitei 
befides, which for the better diftinction may be refev 
red to one of thefe three Icindes of Poetry. But ono 
againe, lead my difcourfe runne too farre awry, w^ 
I buckle my felfe more neerer to Englilh Poetry: m« 
vfe wherof, becaufe it is nothing different from aoy 
Other, I thinke beil to confirme by the teftimony rf 
I Horace, a man worthy to beare authority in ^lis 
^ matter: whofe.very^ opinion is this, that tlie perf« 
•perfection of poetrie is this, to mingle delight yit 
pro6.t tjD.fiich wyfe, that a Rea'Ser rijight by~lii^ reaf 
ing be^ertaker of bothe, which though I touched, ^ 
the begmning, yet I thought good to alledge i4_th» 
place for more confirmation thereof fome of hys owe 
" wordes. In his treatife de arte Foelica, thus hee iayth. 

Autprodeffe vohmi aut ddeiiare poeta, 
AutfimtU €t iucuttda et idonea diare vlim. 

As much to faie: All Poets defu-e either by the 
l/lFOrks to profitt or delight men, or els to ioyne both 
Pjjrofitable and pleafant leffons together for the inffruc- 
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Omne UiUt punHum qui mifcuit vtile dulci, 

Le^oriint liehHando paritcrque mouendo. 

That is. He milTeth nothing of his tnarke whid^_ 

rneth profitt with deUght, as well delighting his 

aders, as profiting them with counfell. And that 

J'whole Epiflle which hee wryt of his Arte of Poetrie, 

I among all the parts thereof, runneth cheefelie vppon 

this, that whether the argument which the Poet hand- ■ 

leth, be of thinges doone, or fained indentions, j[et. • 

that thej^ ihonld heare fuch an Image of trueth, that j 

Ss iHey delight they may likewife profitL For theie/ 

i,are his woraes. Pifia volupiaiis caufa fmt proxima 

verts. Let thinges that are faigned for pleafures fake, 

hatie a rieere refemblaiice of ye truth. This precept 

I ^iay you perceiue to bee moH duelie obfenied of 

Chawcer: for who could with more delight, prefcribe 

lUch wholfome counfaile and fage aduife, where he 

leemeth onelie to refpect the profitte of his leflbns and 

inilructions? or who coulde with greater wifedome, or 

more pithie (kill, vnfold fuch pleafant and delightfome 

matters of mirth, as though they refpected nothing, 

but the telling of a merry tale? fo that this is the 

very grounde of right poetrie, to giue profitable coun- , 

(kile, yet fo as it muil he mingled with delight For 

among all the auncient works Qf poetrie, though the 

mofl of them inchne much to that part of deUghti 

men with pleafant matters of fmall importaunce, ] 

euen in the vaineft trifles among them, there ii 

forgotten fome profitable counfaile, wliich a man 

leame, either by Batte prece])ts which therein art 

fcribed, or by loathing fuch vile vices, the enormiues 

whereof they largelie difcouer. For furelie, I am of 

this opinion, that the wantonefl Poets of aU, in their 

inofl. laciuious workes wherein they bufied themfelues, 

' fought rather by that meanes to withdraw mens 

d.nundes (efpecialhe the heft natures) from fuch foule 

|l i^es, then to allure them to imbrace fuch beafl.j.;^_ 

I folhes as ihey derecled. 
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Horace fpeaking of the generall dueties of Poets,! 
Ikyth, Os Unerum pueri balbumque poeta fugital, 3. ' 
manie more wordes concerning the profitte to be had 
out of Poets, which becaufe I haue fome of them coHh 
prifed into an EngHfli tranflation of that learned imU 
famous knight, Sir Thomas Elyot, I wyl! fct downe )i^l 
wordes. 

The Poet fafliioneth by fome pleafant meane. 
The fpeeche of children flable and vnfure ; 
Gulling their earesfromwordesandthingesvnclesne, 
Giuing to them precepts that are pure ; 
Rebuking enuy and wrath if it dure ; 
Thinges well donne he can by example commend, 
To needy and ftcke he doth alfo his ci 
To recomfort if ought he can amende. 

And manie other like wordes are in tliat placeoffii'- 
ra<x Xa like effect. Therefore poetrie, as it is of it felfei 
r without abufe is not onely not vnprofitahle to the lii^ 
and (ludies of raenne, but wonderfull commendable ai*^ 
of great excellencie. For nothing can be more accept" 
able to men, or rather to be wiftied, then fweete aUiB*^ 
menis to vertues, and commodious caueates from vices' 
of which Poetrie is exceeding plentifuU, powritig int° 
gentle witts, not roughly and tirannicallie, but it is wC^ 
jvith a louing authoritie, Nowe if the ill and vndecen*- 
prouocations, whereof fome vnbridled wilts take occaQ<*^ 
by the reading of laciuious Poemes, beeobiected: fuc" 
as are Quids loue Bookes, and Eiegiei, TibuUus, &/•*'" 
/«j, and Martials workes, with the Comedies for t»J 
mod part of Plautus and Terences I thinke it eafWl 
aunfwered. For though it may not iuflhe be denie'W 
that thefe workes are indeede very Poetrie, yet tt>*2 
Poetrie in them is not the effentiall or formall matt^S 
or caufe of the hurt therein might be affirmed, a-f^j 
although that realbn Ihould come (hort, yet this migl'^ 
be fufficient, that the workes themfelues doo not C<^J]j 
Tupt, but the abufe of the vfers, who 
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le difpofitions, by reading the difcoueries of vices, 
referable foolifli folke, who comming into a Garden 
Without anie choife or circumfpection tread downe the 
ffeoieft. flowers, and wilfullie thinll their fingers among 
jiat nettles. 

j And furehe to fpeake what I verelic thinke, this is 
Bune opinion: that one hauing fufficient fViyll, to reade 
'i md vnderfland thofe workes, and yet no flaie of him 
felfetoauoydeinconneniences, which the remembraunce 
of vnlanfull things may ftirre vppe in his minde, he, in 
ray iudgement, is wholy to bee reputed a laciuious dif- 
pofed perfonne, whom the recitall of fins whether it be 
in a good worke or a badde, or vppon what occafion 
foeiier, wyll not ftaie him but prouoke him further vnto 
linti. Contrariwife, what good leflbns the wane and 
JVM Readers Ihall picke out of the very woril of them, 
"f they lift to take anie heede, and reade them not of 
3n intent to bee made the worfe by them, you may fee 
^ thefe fewe fentences, which the forefayd Sir Dwmas 
^yott gathered as he iayth at all aduentures, intreat- 
^ of the like argument. Yxs^Plautus in commenda- 
'">tis of vertue, hath fuch like wordes. 

Verely vertue doth all thinges excel!, 
Tor if liberty, health lining or fubtlaunce. 
Our Country our parents, and children doo well, 
It hapneth by vertue: (he doth all aduaunce, 
Vertue hath all thinges vnder gouemaunce : 
And in whom of vertue is founde great plenty. 
Any thing that is good may neuer be dainty. 

Ttrenct, in Etimiclie hath a profitable fpeeche, in 
*laimg foorth the fafhions of harlots, before the eyes 
** young men. ITius fayth Parmem. 

In thys tiling I tryiimphe in myne owne conceits, . 
That I haue found for all young men the way, 
Howe they of Harlots fliall know the deceite, 
Their witts and manners: that thereby they may' 
Them perpetuaUie hate, for fo much as they 
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Out of their owne houres be frefli and delicate 
Feeding curioufly: at home all day 
Lyuing beggerUe in mofl. wretched eftate. 



And many more worties of the fame matter, t 
which may be gathered by thefe fewe. 

Oiiid, in his moll wanton Bookes of loue, and tia "^ 
remedies thereof, hath very many pithie and wife fat " 
tences, which a hecdeftill Reader may marke, and diofc 
out from ye other lluffe. This is one. 
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Tyrae is a medicine of it fhall profitt, 
VVine gyuen out of tyme may be annoyaunce. 
And man (hall irritat vice if he prohibitt, 
When time is not meete vnto his vtteraunce. 
Therfore if thou yet by counfayle art recuperable, 
Fly thou from idlenes and euer be ftable. 



MartiaU, a mod dillolute wryter among all other, 
yet not without many graue and prudent fpeeches, as [ 
this is one worthy to be marked of thefe fond youlbeS I 
which intangle theyr wytts in raging loue, who llepping I 
once ouer flioes in theyr fancyes, neuer reft, plunging I 
till they be ouer head and eares in their follie. 

If thou wylt efchewe bitter aduenture. 
And aiioyde the annoyance of a penfifull hart, 
^ Set in no one perfon all wholly thy pleafure, 
■ The leffemaifl thou ipy, but the lelTeflialt thou fma-*^ I 

9 Thefe are but fewe gathered out by happe, yet fi* *^" L 
cient to Ihewe that the wife and circumfpect Read^^^ I 
may finde very many profitable leffons, difperfed *? I 
thefe workes, neither take any harme by reading fa ^** 1 
Poemes, but good, if they wil themfelues. Neuerttt^^' I, 
Jes, I would not be thought to hold opinion, that t^^^^j 
reading of them is fo tollerable, as that there neede X^'^ i 
refpecC to be had in making choyfe of readers ^^'ij 
hearers : for if they be prohibited from the tender ac:^^ I 
FDccmfiant ivits of children and youTi^tmr.des, I thinW*** 
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it not without great reafon : neyllier am I of thai 
n-deuiltifli opinion, of which fonie there are, and haue 
I beene in England, who hauing charge of youth to in- 
flnict them in learning, haue efpecialjy made choyfe of 
'■ fuch vnchildilh fluffe, to reade vnto young Scho!l( 
ji as it Ihoulde feeme of fome iilthy purpofe, wylfully 
I corrupt theyr tender mindes, and prepare them tl 

more ready for theyr loathfome dyetts 
I For as it is feyd of that impudent worke of Luciaat, 
1 a man were better to reade none of it then 11 f t fo 
thinke I that ihefe workes are rather to b k pt 1 0- 
gether from children, then they (liould haue f 
to reade them, before they be meete eith 
owne difcreiion or by heedefuil inllnictio 
choyfe of the good from the badde. A 
Englilhe Poetrie, I know no fuch peril 
(except a fewe balde ditties made ouerthe B 
which are nothing lelTe then Poetry) which 
may vfe and reade without damage or daung wh h 
indeede is leffe to be meniailed at aroo g , ih n 
among the olde Latines and Greekes, confidcring 
that Chriftianity may be a flaie to fuch iUecibrous 
workes and inuentions, as among them (for tlieir 
lake) myght obtaine paffage. 

Nowe will I fpeake fomewhat, of that princelie 
.of Poetrie, wherein are difplaied the noble actes 
valiant exploits of puiflaunt Captaines, expert fouldi< 
wife men, with the famous reportes of auncient times, 
fuch as are the Heroycall workes of Homer in Greeke, 
and the heauenly verfe of Virgils y£neidos in Latine : 
which workes, comprehending as it were the fumme 
and ground of all Poetrie, are verelie and incompar- 
ably the befl of all other. To thefc, though wee haue 
no Englilh worke aunfwerable, in refpect of the glorious 
omamentsofgallanthandling: yet our auncient Chroi "~ 
ders and reporters of our Countrey affaj; 
moll neere them : and no doubt, if fuch regarde 
our Englifh fpeeche, and curious handling of 
had beene long fmce thought v^jpon, and from lime 
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*time been poUifhed and bettered by men of Iffl 

iudgement, aijd authority, it would ere this, 

matched them in all refpects. A manifefl example 

thereof, may bee the great good grace and fweeievaync, 

which Eloquence hath attained in our fpeeche, be- 

caufe ic hath had the helpe of fuch rare and finguler 

wits, as from time to time myght Hill adde fome 

amendment to the fame. Among whom I thinke 

there is none that will gainfay, but Mafler /oAn Miffy 

V hath deferued niofle high commendations, as he which 

hath rtept one fteppe further therein then any either 

before or fince he fiift began the wyttie difcourfe of 

I his Euphues. Whofe workes, furely in refpecte of his 

/ fm^iler eloquence and braue compofition of apt words 

/ and fentences, let the learned examine and make tryall 

thereof thorough all the partes of Eethoricke, in fitte 

, I phrafes, in pithy fentences, in gallant tropes, in flowing 

'\ fpeeche, in plaine fence, and furely in my iudgment, I 

\ thinke he wyll yeelde him that verdict, which QuiniUian 

1 giueth of bothe the beH Orators Demoflhaies and 

Tully, that from the one, nothing may be taken away, 

to the other, nothing may be added. But a more 

neerer example to prooue my former aflertion true (I 

meane ye meetneffe of our fpeeche to receiue the bed. 

forme of Poetry) may bee taken by conference of that 

famous tranOaaon of Matter D. I'haer with the coppie 

it felfe, who foeuer pleafe with courteous iudgement but 

a little to compare and marke them both together : and 

weigh with him felfe, whether the Engiifh tongue might 

by little and little be brought to the verye inaiefly rf'a 

ryght Heroicall verfe, Firft you may marke, how Virgiil 

^wayes fitteth his matter in hande with wordes itgrefr- 

able vnto the fame aifection, which he exprefleth, as in 

hys Tragicall exclamations, what pathe[ti]ea!l fpeeches 

he fraraeth? in his comfortable confoJations, howe 

fmoothely hys verfe rnnnes? in his dreadful! battayles, 

and dreery byckerments of warres, howe bygge and 

boyllrous his wordes found ? and the like nptcs in all 

~ ' s of his worke may be obferued. Which excellent 
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\ grace anJ comely kind of choyfe, if the trandatour liiith 
not hitte very neere in our coiirfe Englifh phrafe iudge 
vprightly: wee wyli conferre fome of the places, not 

' picked out for the purpofc, but fuch as I tooke turning 
ouer the Booke at randon. When the Troyans were 
fo toil about in tempeftious wether, caufed by jSo/us 
at lunois requefl, and driuen vpon the coade oiAffrick 
with a very neere fcape of their Hues : -S'waj- after hee 
had gone a land and kylled plenty of victuals for his 
company of Souldiours, hee deuided the fame among 
them, and thus louinglie and fweetely he comforted 
them. jEn. Lib, i. _ 

ti dictis tnceroilia peciora muled 
Ofocii (neque ignari Junius ante malorum) 
O pa/si grauiora: dabit deus his quoque finen 
Ves ttfcyllteam rahiem, penitujy^ue fimarUes, 
Accestisfcopttlgs: vos et cyclopia faxa 
Bxperii, reuoeate animos, nuxflumgue iimgrtm I 
Mittite, fm-fan et hcec oltm memimffe tiatabit, 
fer varios cafus, per tot diftrimtna rerum 
Tendimus in Latium: fedes vbifata quieias 
■ Oslendunt, iilicfas rtgna refurgere troue. 
^H^ Duraie, et vofmei rebus Jeruate fecundis. 
^^B Talia voce rtfert, curifque ingerilibus agcr 
^^E Spent vulia fimulal, premit altum corde dokrem 

Tranflated thus. 

And then to cheere their heauy harts with thefe words he 

him bent. 
O Mates (quoth he) that many a woe haue bidden and 

borne ere thys, 
Worie hajie we feene^ and this alfo Ihall end when Gods 

wyll is. 
Through Sylla rage {yc wott) and through the roaring 

rocks we pafl, 
Though Cyclops fhore was full of feare, yet came wc 
Bdirough at lail. 
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Plucke vppe your harts, and driue from thence boih 

feare and care away. 
To thinkeon this may pleafure he perhapps another day. 
By paynes and many a daunger fore, by fundry chaunce 

we wend, 
To come to Italy, where we trufl to find our reiling ende: 
And where the deftnyes haue decreed Troyes Kingdome 

eft to Tyfe 
Be bold and harden now your harts, take eafe while eafc 

applies 
Thus fpake he tlio, but in his hart huge cares had him 

oppreO, 
Diffembiing hope with outivard eyes full heauy 

brefU 

Againe, marke the wounding of Diiio in loue wiA 
^.neas, with howe choyfe wordes it is pithily defcribed, 
both by the Poet and the tranflator in the beginning 
of the fourth booke. 

*At Regina graut iam dudum faucia mra I 
Volnvs alii ven'is, ei caco carpitur igni, etc. i 

By this time perced_ fatte the Queene fo fore with loilCS" 

Her wound in euery vayne (he feedes, flie fryes in 

fe Crete fire. 
The manliood of the man full ofi:, full oft his famous lyne 
She doth reuolue, and from her thought his face cannot 

vntwyne. 
His countnaunce deepe (he drawes and fixed fall fhc 

beares in brefl, 
His words alfo, nor to her carefuil hart can come no reft. 

And in many places of the fourth booke is the fame mat- 
ter fo gallantly profecuted in fweete wordes, as in mine 
opinion the coppy it felfe goeth no whit beyond it 
I Compare them likewifc in the woefiill and lamentable 
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cryes of the Queene for the departure oiJSneaSf towards 
the ende of that Booke. 



Terque quaierque manu pe6lus percuffa decorum 
Fiauentifque ahfciffa comas ^ proh Jupiter ^ ibit ? 
Hie ait, et nostris inluferit aduena Regnis ? etc. 

Three times her hands ihe bet, and three times llrake her 

comely brefl, 
• Her golden hayre Ihe tare and frantiklike with moode 

opprefl, 
She cryfle, O Iiipiter, O God, quoth (he, and ihall a goe? 
Indeede ? and ihall a flowte me thus within my king- 
dome f6 ? 
Shall n ot mine Annies out, and all my people them purfue ? 
Shall they not fpoyle their (hyps and bume them vp with 

vengance due ? 
Out people, out vppon them, follow fad with fires and 

flames. 
Set fayles aloft, make out with oares, in (hips, in boates, 

in frames. 
What fpeake I ? or where am I ? what furies me doo 

thus inchaunt ? 
O Dydo, wofull wretch, now deftnyes fell thy head 

dooth haunt. 

And a little after preparing to kyll her owne felfe. 

But Dydo quaking fierce with frantike moode and 
; griefly hewe. 

, With trembling fpotted cheekes, her huge attempting 
\ to perfue. 

Ll Befides her felfe for rage, and towards death with 
t vifage wanne, 

\ Her eyes about (he rolde, as redde as blood they 
■ ' looked than. 
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At lafl ready to fall vppon /£mas fworde. 

O happy (welaway) and oner happy had I beeoi 
lfneuerTroianfhyps{ahlas)myCoimiryihorehad 

I Thus (ayd flie wryde her head, and vnreuengedt* 
we die ? ' 

3ut let vs boldly die (quoth fliee) thus, thus ta. 
I ply. 
i 



Nowe likewife for the braue warlike phrafe and.j| 
I fcunding kynd of thundring fpeeche, in the hotfe' 
[ inyfhes of battels, you may confer them in any d 
I lail fiue Bookes ; for examples take, thys is one § 
{ the ninth Booke, 

Et clamor fotis per propiignacula muris, 
Jnimdunt aeries arcus, amentaque torquent. 
SUmilur omnefolum telis, tumfmtte caiuequeM^ 
Danifonitumjlidu galea: pugna asperfurgitf^ 



A clamarous noyfe vpmounts on fortreffe tops and 

bulwarks towres, 
They ilrike, they bend their bowes, they whirie from 
r firings fharp rfioting Oiowres. 
I All flreetes with tooles are flrowed, than helmets, 

ikuUes, with battrings roarrd. 
And ihieldes difhynering cracke, vprifeth roughnefle 

byckring hard 
Looke how the tcmpefl. tlorme when wind out wraft 

hng blowes at fouih, 
Raine ratling beates the grownde, or clowdes of 

from Winters mouth, 
Downe daihyng headlong driues, when God fi-om fkySl 

with grieHy fleuen, 
I His watry IhowTes outwrings, and whirlwind clowdeS' 

downe breakes from heauen. 

And Co foorth much more of the like effect. 
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^ety one comparifon more will I ddire you to marke 
■our leyfures, which may feme for all the reft, that 
the defcription of Fame, as it is in the 4. booke, 
ardes the end, of which it foUoweth thus, 

'}nstru*n fwrrendum ingens mi quo! funt corpore plunu^k 
't vigi^os ocitli etc. H 

infler gafllygrcat, for euery plume her carkaffe beares, 
\s number learing eyes Ihe hath, like nun ' 
larkning eares, 

te number tongues, and mouthes fhe wagge: 
ivondrous thing to fpeake, 

midnight foorth fiiee flyes, and vndcr (hade 
found dooth fqueake. 

I night (he wakes, nor llumber fweete doth take m 
neuer (leepes. 

' dayes on houfes tops fliee fits or gates of T 
(he keepes. 

n watching Toivres (he clymbes, and Citties great 
fhe makes agaft, 
Bth trueth and fallhood forth (he telles, and lyes 

abroade doth cafl. 

But what neede I to repeate any more places? there 
not one Booke among the twelue, which wyll not 
eelde you mofl excellent pleafure in conferring the 
anflalion with the Coppie, and marking the gallant 
race which our Enghflie fpeeche affoordeth. And in 
rueth the like comparifons, may you choofe out 
hraugh the whole tranflations of the Metamorphofis by 
Aafter Galdiiig ■viho (confidering both their Coppyes) 
lath equally defemed commendations for the beauti- 
ying of the Englifh fpeeche. It would be tedious 
o ftay to rehearfe any places out of him nowe: let 
he other fuffice to prooue, that the Englifli tongue \/-J 
■"dtcth neyther variety nor cuirantnelTe of phrafe for '^ 
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Wyll nowe fpeake a little of an other kioA 

of poetical n-riting, which might notmib 

(landing for the variableneffe of the aigft 

raent therein vfually handled, bee c(» 

prehended in thofekindes before declatcdl 

that is, the corapyling Jigloguts, as much to lay H 

Goteheardes tales, becaufe they bee commonly Di» 

logues or fpeeches framed or fuppofed between! 

Sheepeheaxdes, Neteheardes, Goteheardes, or fiidt 

like fimple men: in which kind of writing, many hi 

obtained as immortall prayfe and commendation, 

in ally other. 

The cheefefl of thefe is Tlieocritus in Greeke, next 
him, and almoll the very fame, is Virgill in I^tiok 
After Virgyl in Uke fort writ Titus Calphtirnius and 
'.Bapiifta Matituan, wyth many other both in Latw 
ahd other languages very learnedlye. Although t^ 
matter they take in hand feemeth commonlie in «^ 
pearaunce rude and homely, as the vftiall talke o£ 
fimple clownes: yet doo diey indeede vtter In ttic 
Jame much pleafaunt and profitable delight For 
vnder thefe perfonnes, as it were in a cloake of fimpti- 
citie, they would eyther fette foorth the prayTes of 
thejT freendes, without the note of flattery, or enueigh 
grieuoudy againd abufes, without ally token of byt- 
^mefle. 

Somwhat like vnto thefe works, are many peeces of 
Chawcer, but yet not altogether fo poeticall. But 
nowe yet at ye lafl hath England hatched vppe one 
Poet of this forte, in my confcience comparable wifli 
the befl in any refpect: euen Mailer Sp: Author of 
the Sheepeheardes Calender, whofe trauell in that peece 
of Enghlh Poetrie, I thinke verely is fo commendable, 
as none of equall iudgment can yeelde him leffe prayfe 
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.-_,_ excellent ikyll, and flcylfull excellency (he' 
kmrth in the Tame, then they would to eyther Th 
trilus or Virgin, whom in mine opinion, if the coi 
MS of our fpeeche (I meane the courfe of cuftoi 
irfiich he woulde not infringe) had beene no more Ii 
vnto him, then theyr pure natiue tongues were vnto 
flieiu, he would haue (if it might be) furpafled them. 
What one thing is there in them fo worthy admiration, 
wbereunto we may not adioyne fome thing of his, of 
squall defert? Take Vir^ and make fome little 
cotnparifon betweene them, and iudge as ye (hall 
ieecaufe. 

Vtrgill hath a gallant report of Augnfliis couertlj 
wmpryfed in the iirll jEglogue; the like is in him, 
herMaieflie, vnder the name ai Eliza. fj'r^V/maketh 
iljraue coloured complaint of vnfledfafl freendfhyppe 
B ihe perfon of Corydon: the lyke is him in his 5 
^^%KA Agayne behold the pretty Pallorall con- 
tellions of Virgin in the third Aiglogite: of him in ye 
Jlght Egiogite. Finally, either in comparifon with 
wca, or refpect of hys owTie great learning, he may 
*f!l] were the Garlande, and Reppe before ye beil w 
ill Englifh Poets that I haue feene or hearde: for I 
thinke no leffe deferueth (thus fayth E, K in hys 
Commenda lions) hys wittineCfe in deuifing, his pithi 
SeiTe in vttering, his complaintes of lone fo louely, his 
tffcourfes of pleafure fo pleafantly, his Paflrall rude ] 
Iies,his Morrallwyfeneffe, his due obferuingof i/«v)/'«mI 
ftiQy where, in perfonages, in feafon, 
_ fljeeche, and generally in all feemely fimplicity, 
'feindling hys matter and framing hys wordes. 
pccation of his worke is a warning to other young 
'Mo being intatigled in loue and youthful van 
ijtoy leame to looke to themfelues in time, and to' 
ftlOyde incoiiueniences which may breede if they be 
'1*1 in time preuented. Many good Morrall lelTons 
ilietiierein coiitamed, as the reuerence which young 
fen owe to the aged in tlie fecond Eglc. 
^m-ate or iraraing to beware a tubtfi 
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lendfhippe in the fift BgUgiie: the commendalion of 
good Paflors, and Ihame and difprayfe of idle and 
ambitious Goteheardes in the feauenth, the loofe and 
retchkfTe lyuing of Popilh Prelates m the ninth. The 
learned and fweete complaynt of the contempt of 
learning vnder the name of Poetry in the tenth. 
There is alfo much matter vttered fomewliat couertiy, 
efpecially ye abufes of fome whom he would not be 
too playne withall: in which, though it be not appai- 
ant to euery one, what hys fpeciali meaning was, yet 
fo ikilftilly is it handled, as any man may take much 
delight at hys learned conueyance, and picke out 
much good fence in the mod obfcureil of it Hys 
notable prayfe defenied in euery parcel! of that worker 
becaufe I cannot expreffe as I woulde and as it fhould: 
I wyll ceafe to fpeake any more of, the rather becaufe. 
I neiier hearde as yet any that hath reade it, which 
hath not with much admiration commended it. One 
only thing therein haue I hearde fome curious heades 
call in queftion: viz: the motion of fome vnlauoy 
loue, fuch as in the fist J0i)gue he fcemeth to deale 
withall (which fay they) is ikant allowable to EngUQi 
eares, and might well haue beene kft for the Italian 
defenders of loathfome headlines, of whom perhappes 
he learned it: to thys obiection I haue often aunfwered 
and (I thinke truely) that theyr nyce opinion ouer 
Ihooteth the Poets meaning, who though hee in that 
in other thinges, immitateth the auncient Poets, yet 
»th not meane, no more did they before hym, any 
' irdered loue, or the filthy luft, of the deuillirfi 
a^ice taken in the worfe fence, but rather to 
lewe howe the diffolute life of young men intangled 
m loue of women, doo neglect the frcendihyp and 
league *vith their olde treendes and familiers. Why 
(fay they) yet he fiioid gyiie no occalion of fufpition, 
nor offer to the viewe of Chriflians, any token of fuch 
filthineffe, howe good foeuer hys meaning were; where- 
vnto I oppofe the finipleconceyte they haue of matters 
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Poets leaue to vfe theyr vayne as they fee good: it is 
their Toolyfli conftruction, not hys wryting that is 
blameable. Wee mud prefcrybe to no wtyters, (much 
lefle to Poets) in what forte they Ihould vtter theyr 
conceyts. But thys wyll be better difcuffed by fome 
I hope of better abillity. 

One other forte of Poetical! wryters remayneth yet 
to bee remembred, that is, The precepts of Hidbandry, 
learnedly compiled in Heroycall verfe. Such were the 
work.es of Hefiodvs in Greeks, and Virgils Georgukes 
in Latine. What memorable worke hath beene hand- 
led in immitation of ihefe by any Englith Poet, I know 
not, (fane onely one worke of M. Tuffcr, a peece 
fiirely of great wj^t and experience, and wythal very 
pretnlye handled) And 1 thinke the caufe why our 
Poets haue not trauayled in that behalfe, is efpecially, 
for that there haue beene alwayes plenty of other 
wryters diat haue handled the fame argument very 
laigely. Among whom Mailer Bartiabe Gouge, in 
tranflating and enlarging the moll profitable worke of 
Htrtilaehius, hath defertied much commendation, as 
well for hys i'aythfull compyhog and learned increafing 
the noble worke, as for hys wytty tranflation of a 
good part of the Georgkkes of Virgill into Englifli 
verfe. 

Among all the tranllations, which hath beene my 
fortune to fee, I could neuer yet finde that worke of 
the peor^cks wholly performed. I remember once 
Abraham Flemming in his conuerfion of the Eglogues, 
promifed to tranllate and publifiie it : whether he dyd 
or not I knowe not, but as yet I heard not of it, I 
my felfe wott well I bellowed fome time in it two or 
three yeeres fmce, turning it to that lame Englifii verfe, 
■which other fuch workes were in, though it were rudely ; 
howc beit, I did it onely for mine owne vfe, and vppon 
COtaytie refpectes towardes a Gentleman mine efpeciall 
whom I was defirous to (hewe fome token 
ptifiill good wyll, and not mmfivn^Ss. feox'Xi- ?fi^ 
ide, confidering Viowe ftenderX-j ^- ta-'wae. ■«■ 
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ouer. yet fince then, hath one gott it in keeping, irfio 
33 it is told me, eyther hath or wyli vnaduifcdly paV 
li(he it : which iniiiry though he meanes to doo me in 
mjTth, yet I hope he wyll make me fome fuffydent 
recompeoce, or els I Ciall goe neere to watch hym the 
like or a worfe tume. 

But concerning the matter of our E!igl}-fli wrytere, 
lett thys fuliice : nowe fliall ye heare my (iraple (kyl in 
what J am able to fay concerning the forme afid 
manner of our Englyihe verfe. 

The mod vfuall and frequented kind of our Englifh 
'Poetry hath alivayes runne vpon, and to this day is 
obferued in fuch equall number of fyllabies, and like- 
nes of wordes, lliat in all places one verfe either im- 
mediatly, or by mutuaH interpofition, may be aunfwef' 
able to an other both in proportion of length, and 
ending of lynes in the iame Letters. Which rude 
kinde of verfe, though {as I touched before) it rather 
difcrediteth our fpeeche, as borrowed from the Sib-- 
barians, then fumilheth the fame with any comely^ 
ornament : yet beeing fo ingraffed by cuilorae, and fre- 
quented by the mofl parte, I may not vtterly diflalowe 
it, lead I fhould feeme to call in queilion the iudge- 
ment of all our famous wryters, which haue wonne 
etemall prayfe by theyr memorable workes compyled 
in that verfe. 

For my part therefore, I can be content to eileemc 
it as a thing, the perfection whereof is very commend- 
able, yet fo as wyth others I could wyfli it weie 
by men of learning and ability bettered, and made 
more artificiall, according to the woorthines of our 
'* eeche. 

The falling out of verfes together in one like founde, 

commonly called in Englifli, Ryme, taken from the 
Greeke worde PuS/ios, which furely in my judgment is 
verye abufluelye applyed to fuch a fence : and by thys, 
the vnworthineffe of the thing may well appears, 
tnat wanting a proper name, wherby to be 
'owelh a word farre exceeding ^ dignl 
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and not appropriate to fo rude or bafe a tiling. For 

Ryme is properly, the iufl proportion of a claufc or 

fcntence, whether it be in profe or meeier, aptly cora- 

prifed togetlier : wherof there is both an naturall and 

an artificiall compoiition, in any manner or kynde ol 

ipeeche, eyther Frendi, Italian, Spanifti or Englifh : 

r aiid is propper not onely to Poets, but alfo to Readers, 

Oratours, Pleaders, or any which are to pronounce or 

' fp^^^ ^^y thing in publike audience. 

( The firR begynning of Ryme (as we nowe terme it) ^ 

^ though it be fomewhat auncien^ yet nothing famous. 

I In Greece (they fay^ one Symias Jihodias, becaufe he 

I would be iinguler in fomthicg, wryt poetically of the 

Fable, contayning howe lupiter beeing inlhapeofa 

Swanne, begatte the Egge on Leda, wherof came 

Caflor, Pollux, and Helensi, whereof euery verfe ended 

in thys Ryme, and was called therelbre luoi- but ihys 

foolyihe atlempt was fo contemned and difpyfed, 

that the people would neither admilte the Author nor 

£ooke any place in memory of learning. Since that [ 

it was not hearde of, till ye time ye Hunms and 

Goikians renued it agayne, and brought it into Italic. 

But howfoeuer or wherefoeuer it beganne, certayne it 

is, that in our Englifh tongue it beareth as good grace, , 

or rather better, then in any other : and is a faculty^ 

whereby many may and doo defenie great prayfe and J 



commendation, though 
fame more learned i 
declare heereafter. 

There be three fpeciall r 
in the framing ol' 
firll is, that one meeter t 



fpeechc be capable of a 
of verfifying, as 1 wyl partly 



:s neceflary to be obfemed 
;u(lomed Englifli Ryme : the 
■r verfe be aunfwerable to an 
^ther, in equall number of feete or fyllables, or pro- 
portionable to the tune whereby it is to be reade or 
meafured. The feconde, to place the words in fuch 
forte, as none of them be wrefled contrary to the 
turall inclination or affectation of the fame, or more 
oly ye true quantity thereof. The thyrd, to make 
piai/ together mutually in U,^'me,fc3X"\%^\a.'H'3^'i«^ 
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of like founde, but fo as the wordes be not difordered 
for the Ryraes fake, nor the Tence hindered. Thefe 
be the mod pryncipall obremations, which I thioke 
requifite in an Englifii verfe : for as for the other 
omatnents which belong thereto, they be more 
properly belonging to the feuerall gj'fls of (kylfull 
Poets, then common notes to be prefcribed by me : 
but fomewhat perhaps I ihall haue occafion to fpeake 
liecreafter. 

Of the kyndes of Englith verfes which differ in 
number of lyllables, there are almod infinite : which 
euery way alter according to hys fancy, or to the 
meafure of that meeter, wherein it pleafeth hym to 
frame hys ditty. Of the befl and mod frequented I- 
wyll rehearfe forae. The longed verfe in length, 
which I haue feene vfed in Englifli confideih of fix- 
teene fyllables, cache two verfes ryming togeflicr, 
thus. 



Thys kynde is not very much vfed at length thus, but 
is commonly deuidcd, eche verfe into two, whereof 
eche dial containe eyght fyllables, and ryme crofle 
Vyfe, the fird to the thyrd, and the fecond to the 
fourth, in this manner. 

Great wealth is but a. bayted hooke. 

Where vertue wants, and vice aboundes : 
B Which men deuoure before they looke, 

^k So them in daungers deepe it drowues. 

^1 An other kynd next in length to thys, is, where eche 
verfe hath fourteene fyllables, which is the mod ac- 
ciidomed of aU other, and efpecially vfed of all the 
tranllatoursoftheLatine Poetsibr the mod part thus. 
My mind ivith fntye fierce inflnmde of late I know iiol how^ 
Dolh liume Pamafius liyl! to fee,- ndornd wyth Lawrell bowe. 

iVhich may likew)'feand ioltoft.eTiaicw-^iei,wivt 



I^*r erf e into twi 



Englifh Poetrie. 



59 
rfe into two, to [the?] firfl hauing e}'ght fillables, the 
fecond fixe, wherof the two fixes fhall alwayes ryitie, 
and fometimes the eyghtes, foraecimes not, according 
to the wyll of the maker. ^^m 



My minde with fuiye fierce inflamde. 
Of late I knowe not howe : 

Doth bume Pemaffus hyll to fee, 
Adomd wyth Lawrell howe. 



H^EThere are nowe wythin this compafle, as irjany fortes 
li of verfes as loay be deuifed differences of numbers:, 
wherof fome con fifl of equall proportions, fome of long 
and fliort together, fome of many rymes in one ilaffe 
(as they call it) fome of croffe ryme, fome of counter 
ryme, fome ryming wyth one worde farre dillant irom 
another, fome ryming ecery thyrd or fourth word, and 
- fo iikeivyfe all manner of dylties applyable to euery 
tune that may be fung or fayd, diflinct from profe or 
continued fpeeche. To auoyde therefore tedioufneffe 
and confufion, I wyll repeate onely the differeot fortes 
of verfes out of the Sheepeheardes Calinder^ which 
may well feme to beare authoritie in thys matter. 

There are in that worke twelue or thirteene fundry 
forts of verfes, which differ eyther in length, or ryme, 
of deilinction of the (laues: but of them which differ 
in length or number of fillables not pad fixe or feauen. 
The firft of them is of tenne fillables, or rather fiue 
feete in one verfe, thus, 

■ A Shecpheards boy no better doo him call, 
I When Winters waftfull fpight was almoft fpenL 
T^iis verfe he vfeth commonly in hys fweete cora- 
playntes, and mornefull ditties, as very agreeable to 
fuch affections. 

The fecond fort hath naturally but nyne fyllables, 
and is a more rough or clownilli manner of verfe, vfed 
mod commonly of him if you mark him in hys 
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fetyricall reprehenfions, and his Sheepeheardes hotne- 
lyeft. talke, fuch as the fecond j£glogue is. 

Ah for pitty wyll rancke Winters rage, 
Thefe bytter bla/ls neuer gynne to afTwage. 
The number of nine fillables in thys verfe is very often 
altered, and fo it may without any difgrace to the 
lame, efpecially where the fpeeche fhould be mofl 
clownilh and fimple, which is much obferued of hym. 

The third kyni! is a pretty rounde verfe, running 
currantly together, commonly feauen tllables or fome- 
time eyght in one verfe, as many in the next, both 
ryming together: euery two hauing one the like verfe 
after them, but of rounder wordes, and two of them 
likewyfe ryming mutually. That verfe expreffcth 
notably, light and youthfull talke, fuch as is the 
thyrde ^giogue betweene two Sheepheardes boys 1 
concerning loue. J 

»7yiomalifi why Utten we fo ^^^H 

As weren ouerwent with woe ^^^| 

Vpon fo fayre a morrowe? ^^^H 

The ioyous time now nigheth fad ^^Vl 

That wyll allay this bitter blall I 

And fldte the Winter forrow. 
The fourth fort containeth in eche flafFe manie 
vnequall Verfes, but mofl fweetelie falling together: 
which the Poet calJeth the time of the waters fall. 
Therein is his fong la prayfe ai Eliza, 

Ye daintie Nymphes v.-hich in this blelTed broid 

doo bathe your brell, 
Foriake your watrie bowres and hether looke, | 

at my requed. 
And eke yee Virgins that on Parnafs dwell. 
Whence flowetli Helicon the learned Well, 

helpe me to blaze 

her woorthy praife 
Thai m her fex doth all excell. etc 
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The fift, is a deuided verfe of twelue fillables int^^^ 
two verfes, whereof I fpake before, and feemeth moil 
meete for ye handling of a Monall matter, fuch as is 
die praife of good Pallors, and the difpraife of ill in 
the feauenth j^glogue. 

The fixt kinde, is called a round, beeing mutuallie 
fiing betweene two: one fmgeth one verfe, the other 
'he next, eche rymeth with himfelfe. ^^^ 

^ec. It fell vppon a holie etie ^^^| 

JSSlit. Hey ho holtiday ffH 

gtt. When holie fathers wont to (hrieue, - ■ 
^jjL Thus ginneth our Rondelay. etc. 

The feauenth forte is a verie tragicall mouraefuil 
meafure, wherein he bewayleth the death of fome 
freend >-ndcr the perfon oi I>ydo. 



Vp then Melpomene the moumfuhl Mufe of nyne, 

flich caufe of mourning neuer hadft afore : 
Vp griefly ghofl.es, and vp my mournful] ryme: 
matter of myrth now Ihalt thou haue no mora 
Dydo my deere alas is dead. 
Dead and lyeth wrapt in leade: 
heauie hearfe 
liCt ftreaming teares be powred out in (lore 
O carefull vearfe. 



I 



Thefe fortes of verfes for breuities fake haue I chofen 
foorch of him, whereby I fliall auoide the tedious re^ 
hear&ll of all the kindes which are vfed; which I 
thiuke would haue beene vnpoffible, feeing they may 
be altered to as manie formes as the Poets pleafe: 
neither is there anie tune or (Iroke which may be fung 
or plaide on inllrumenls, which hath not fome poetical 
ditties framed according to the numbers thereof: fome 
to Rogero, fome to Trenchmore, to downe right Squire, 
to Galliardes, to Pauines, to lygges, to Brawles, to all 
manner of tunes which euerie Fidler knowes betT 
then my felfe, and therefore 1 will let them pafle. 






I 



k 



63 A Difcourfe of 

Againe, the diuerfities of the flaues (which i 
number of verfes contained with the diu" 
partitions of a ditty) doo often times make j 
differences in thefe verfes. As when one fla86^|^^ 
taineth but two verfes, or (If they bee deuided) fbuit 
the firfl or the firil couple hauing twelue fillables, till 
other fourteene, which verfifyers call Powiteis laea, 
fure.becaufe fo they tall[i]e their wares byHozens. AU6, 
when one flaffe hath manie verfes, whereof eche one 
rimeth to the next, or mutuallie croffe, or diftant bj 
three, or by foure, or ended contrarye to the begin- 
ning, and a hundred fortes, whereof to ihewe feueiall 
examples, would bee too troublefome: nowe for the 
fccond poinL 

The naturall courfe of mod Engliih verfes feemeth 
to run vppon the olde lambicke Ilroake, and I maf 
well thinke by all likelihoode, it had the beginning 
thereof For if you marke the right quantitie of our 
vfuall verfes, ye fliali perceiue them to containe in. 
found ye very propertie of lambick feete, as thus. 

I that my (lender oaten pipe in verfe was wont to founde: 

For tranfpofe anic of thofe feete in pronouncing, and 
make (liort either the two, foure, fixe, eight, tenne, 
twelue fillabie, and it will {doo what you can) fall out 
very abfurdly. 

Againe, though our wordes can not well bee forced 
to abyde the touch of Pofition and other rules of Pro- 
fodia, yet is there fuch a naturall force or quantity in 
eche worde, that it will not abide anie place but one, 
without forae foule dilgrace; as for example try anie 
verfe, as thys, 

Offhapes trarftormdetobodies flrangelpurpofetointreate. 

Make the firll, fiUable long, or the third, or the fift and 

fofoorth; or contrariwife make the other fillables to 

admitte the Hiortneffe of one of them places, and fee 
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I. wooderibn defadng it wi] be to the wordes. 



;e bodies tranfibrmd to (hapes purpofe I to ini 

,t this is one efpeciall thing to be taken heedc of 
a good Englilh verfe, that- by difplacing no 
wrelled againft his natural] propriety, where- 
ha] perceyue eche worde to be affected, and 
[tie difceme it in wordes of two fillables or aboue, 
fome there be of indifierencie, that wyll Hand 
place. Againe, in chouching the whole fenience, 
i^arde is to be had, that wee exceede not too 
1 placing the verbe out of his order, and loo 
:hinde the nowne: which the neceflitie of Ryrae 
s vrge. For though it be tollerable in 
verfe to fette wordes fo extraordinarily as other 
sche will not admitt, yet heede is to be taken, lead 
loo much affecting that manner, we make both the 
^ fetfe vnplealant and the fence obfcure. And fure it is 
IB wonder to fee the folly of manie in this refpect, that 
l»fe not onely too much of thys ouerthwart placing, or) 
latherdifplacing of wordes, in theyr Poemesand verfcs.i 
Ibut alfo in tlieyr ptofe or continued writings: where 
ihey thinke to rolle mod fmoothlie, and 6ow mod 
eloquently, there by this means, come foorth theyr 
feniences dragging at one Authors tayle as they were , 
tyde together with poynts, where often you ihall tarriei 
(fcratching your heade) a good fpace before you (hall 
heare hys principall verbe or fpeciall word, leafle hys I 
rmging grace, which in his fentence is contained iliould 
he leffe, and his fpeeche feeme nothing poeticalL 

The thyrd obferuation is, the Ryme or like ending 
of veries: which though it is of lead importance, yet 
hath won fuch credite among vs, that of all other it is 
mod regarded of the greated part of Readers. And 
furely as I am perfwaded, the regards of wryters to this, 
hath beene the greateft decay of that good order of 
verCfying, which might ere this haue beene edubliflil " 
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V 

[ 



in our f[>eeclie. In my iiidgment, if there be any a 
ment in the fame, it is rather to be attributed to-i 
plentiful! fulneffe of our fpeeche, which can afi 
ryming words fufticient for the handling of any n ^^ 
then to the thing it felfe for any beautif>-iiig it bring 
to a. worke; which might bee adorned with faxre tf 
excellent collours then ryming Is. Notwithftandit 
cannot but yeelde vnto it {as cudome requireth)' 
deferued prayfes, efpecially where it is with good iuB 
ment ordered. And I thinke them right worthy 
admiration, for their readines and plenty of wytt I 
capacity, who can with facility intreate at large, \ 
as we call it extempore, in good and feucible lyi 
vppon fome vn acquainted matter. 

i'he ready (kyll of framing anie thing in verfe, befit 

die naturall promptnelTe which many haue therevn 

;h helped by Arte, and exercife of the memoi 

I remember, 1 reade once among Gaskeyt 

workes, a little inflruction to verifying, where is p 

fcribed as I thinke thys courfe of learning to verCf 

When ye haue one verfe well fetled, and decent 
ordered which you may difpofe at your pleafure, 
ende it with what word you wyll: then what foeua" tl 
word is, you may fpeedilie ninne oner the other word 
which are aunfwerable therevnto, (for more readin 
through all the letters Alphabetically) whereof you Tt 
choofe that which wyll bed fitte the fence of your ma' 
in that place: as for example; if your iaft worde ej 
in Booke, you may (Iraightwayes m your niinde rta 
them oner thus. Brooke, Cooke, crooke, hooke, lotA 
nooke, pooke, rooke, forfooke, tooke, awooke eK 
Nowe it is twenty to one, but alwayes one of thefe fl 
iumpe with your former worde and matter in goo 
fence. If not, then alter the firft. 

And indeede I thinke, that next to the Arte 1 
memory, thys is the readyeft way to attaine to th^, 
faculty of ryming well Extempore, efpecialiy if it 1 " 
helped with thus much paynes. Gather together a 
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of wordes efpecially Mofiafdlailes, and place 
Alphabetically in fome note, and either haue 
meetely perfectly by hart {which is no verye 
ontfome matter) or but looke them diUigently ouer 
fame time, practifing to ryme indifferent often, 
Kreby I am perfwaded it wil foone be learned, fo as 
! party haue withall any reafonable gyft of knowledge 
I learning, whereby hee want not bothe matter and 
*des altogether, 

What the other circumllaunces of Ryming are, as 
wordes may tolleiably be placed in Ryme, and 
not; what words doo befl become a Ryme, and 
lat not, how many fortes of Ryme there is: and fuch 
lie I wyll not flay nowe to intreate. There be many 
BWe obferaarions and notes to be prefcribed, to the 
Bbcte knowledge of verifying, which I trufl wilbe 
{ptter and larger laide forth by others, to whom I de- 
fetremanie confiderations in this treatife: hoping that 
feme of greater (kill will fiiortlic handle this matter in 
letter forte. 

I Nowe the fundry kindes of rare deuifes, and pretty 

lentions which come from ye fine poeticail vaine of 

in flrange and vnacuftomed manner, if I could 

them, it were worthie my trauell: fuch are the 

ling of verfes: the infolding of wordes: ijie fine 

itions: the clarklie conueying of contraries, and 

ie fuch like. Whereof though I coulde fette downe 

le: yet becaufe I want bothe manie and the befl 

ies of them, I will ouerpaffe : onelie pointing you 

|0 one or two which may fuffice for example. 

I Looke vppon the rufull fong of Colin fung by 

CuddU in the Sheepheardes Calender, where you (hall 

|be a finguler rare deuife of a dittie framed vpon thefe 

be Tcordes Woe, founde, cryes, pa6i, fliep, augment, 

l^ch are mod prettilid turned and wounde vppe 

ImttiaUy together, exprefling wonderfully the doleful- 

Befie of the fong. A deuife not much vnlike vnto the 

ptnu^ is vfed by fome, who taking the lafl wordes of a 

XTtaine number of verfes, as it weie \t'j "&«. teboiiodl 
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of an Echo, ILall make them faU out in fome p 

fence. 

Of this forte there are fome deuifed by lohn Gri 

thich becaufe they be not long I wyil rehearfe 
If feare oppreffe howe then may hope me fliieldg 
Denyall (ayes, vayne hope hath pleafed well, 
But as fiich hope thou wouldeil not be thme. 
So would I not the like to rule my hart 
For if thou louefl, it bidds thee graunt forthwitK 
Which is the ioy whereof 1 hue in hope. 



Here if you take the laft worde of euerie verfe, i 
place them orderlie together, you fhall haue this i 
tence : Shidde wdl tkyne hart with hope. ~ 
ihefe Echoes I knowe indeede verie daintie peeces 
worke, among fome of the fitieil Poets this day in 1 
doo : who for the rarenefle of them keepe them p ' 
to themfelues, and w\i not let them come abroad. 

A like innention to the lail rehearfed, or r 
better, haue I feene often practifed in framing a whl 
dittie to the Letters of ones name, or to the wordei 
fome two or tliree verfes which is very witty, \ 

I example this is one of W. Uunnis, which for ■ 
Ihortnes I rather chufde then fome yat are better. 
If thou deCre to hue in quiet reil, 
Gyue eare and fee, but fay the bed. 
beg] 



Thefe two verfes are nowe as it were refolued 
dyuers other, euery two wordes or fiUables being 
n other like verfe, in this forL 



Ifihou fdelight in quietnes of life, 

Defire ) to (hunue from brawles, debate and fttH 

2h Hue ] in loue with GOD, witli freend and fi 

In rat Ifhalt fleepe when other cannot fo. 
Gyue eare fto all, yet doo not all beleeue, 

Andjee J the end and then tliy fcntence 

£ui/ay 1 For trueth of happy iiues affij 

TAe d,;st Ihath he that quiel ' " 
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^Tnis are there inlinite; fortes of fine conueiances (as 
ifjr may be termedj to be vfed, and are much fre- 
lEBted by verfifyers, as well in compofition of their 
Ife, as the wittines of their matter : which all I will 
fene to the confideration of euerie pleafant headded 
fteiin their proper gifts; onelie I felt downe thefe 
ire fortes of their formes of verfifying, which may 
lod in fteede to declare what manie others may be 
»ifed in like forte. 

But nowe to proceede to the reformed kind of Eng- ■ 
b verfe which manie bane before this, attempted to v^ 
^ in practife, and to eilablifli for an accuflomed rig;ht 
nong Englifh Poets, you fliall heare in like maimer 
^ fimple iudgment concerning the fame, 
I am fully and certainlie perfwaded, that if the true 
&d of vetiifyingin immitation of Greekes andLatines, 
bd beene praclifed in the Englifh tongue, and put in 
(re fixjm time to tyrae by our Poets, who might haue 
fcontinually beene mending and poUyfhing the fame, 
bneiy one according to their feueraU giftes ; it would 
Bog ere this haue afpyred to as full perfection, as in 
nie other tongue whatfoeuer. For why may I not 
moke fo of our Enghfh, feeing that among the 
(omaines a long time, yea euen till the dayes of 
Thily, they efleemed not the Latine Poetrie almofl 
WorUi any thing, in refpecte of the Greeke, as appear- 
eSi in the Oration fro Archia Pacta : yet afterwardes 
h increared in ctedite more and more, and diat in 
fliort fpace ; fo that in Virgiiles time, wherein were 
iJMSf not conipaiable with the Greekes? So likewife, 
now it feemeth not currant for an Englifh verie to runne 
vpwi true quantity, and thofe feete which the Latines ^ 
'Vfc, becaiife it is flrnunge, and die other barbarous ' 
MflOme. beeing witliin coropaffe of euery bafe n'itt, 
'Jiath wome it out of credite or ellimation. But if our 
•lnyters, beeing of learning and judgment, would rather 
Safringe thys curious cuftome, then omitte the occafion 
of inkrging the credite of theu- natiue fpeeche, and 
■Sieyr oirae prayfes, by praclifing tWt wmvciWidafelii 
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kind of wryting in true verfe ; then no doubt, 
other partes of learning, fo in Poetry, (houlde 
(loupe to the beil of them all in all 

• ment and comlineffe. But fome obiect that 
wordes are nothing rereinblaunt in nature to 
and therefore not poflible to bee framed with any] 
grace after their vfe : but cannot we then as well a 
Latines did, alter'the cannon of the rule according 
the quality of our worde, and where our wordes i 
. theyrs wyll agree, there to iumpe with them, wh 
^^ tbcy will not agree, there to ellablilh a rule of 

^^ owne to be directed by? Likewife, (or ye tenol 
^H the verfe might we not (as Horace dyd in the \a& 
^^K alter their proportions to what fortes we lirted, a&d 
^^L what we fawe wold bell become the nature of 
^^H thing handled, or the quallity of the words^ Sui 
^^H it is to be thought that if any one, of found indgmf 
^^B and learning, (houlde putt foorth fome famous woi 
^^V ■ contayning dyuers formes of true verfes, fitting > 
^Hr^ meafures, according to the matter : it would of it ft 
^^Rr be a fufiident authority without any prefcriptioa 
^H^ rules, to the moll part of Poets, for them to follow 
^H by cullome to ratify. For fure it is, that the rules ■ 
^H principles of Poetry, were not precifely followed ■ 
^H _ - obferued of the firfl beginners and wryters of Pod 
^^1 ■ but were felected and gathered feuerally out of T 
^^P ■ workes, for the direction and behoofs of their folloi 
^^1 And indeede, he that fliall with heedeftiU it 
^^K make tryall of the Engli(h wordes, (hall not &nde tbci 
^^1 fo groffe or vnapt, but that they ^11 become any Bf 
^^B of ye tnod accullomed fortes of Latine or Greet 
^^^ verfes meetely, and run thereon fomewhat cunantlj. 
^P 'I my felfe, with fimple (kyll I confelTe, and f " 

vnable iudgment, haue ventured on a fewe, whidi 
withilanding the rudenes of them may ferae to fhei 
whit better might bee brought into our fpeeche. If r*" " 
which are of meete abilitye woulde bellowe fome ti 
^^1 and endeuour thereuppon. But before I fette 
^^b dovme, I wyll fpeake tomew'ha.l ol tick ' 
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ted gather necelTary to the knowledge of thefe 
de of verfes, lead I fliould feeme to ranne vpon 
m rafhly, witiiout regarde either of example or 
Ijorily. 

Ciie fpeciall poyntes of a true verfe, are the due 
inuatians of the feete, and place of the feete. 
Ulie foote of a verfe, is a nieafure of two fillables, or 
'flnee, dillinguUhed by time which is eyther long or 
art. A foote of two fillables, is eyther fimple or 
Ea,diat is, of like time orofdiuers. A fimple foote of 
B fillables is likewife twofolde, eyther of two long 
bbtes called Spondaus, as — goodnijfe, or of two 
Ort called Pyrrichius as u u hyther. A myxt foote of 
L fillables, is eyther of one fh'ort and one long called 
vmbus as o - dying: or of one long and one Ihort, 
lUed Choreits as - o gladly. A foote of 3. fillables 
I'Eke forte is either fimple or myxt. The fimple is 

Jift^ Moloffus, that is of three long, as forgiue- 

■r; or Trochmus, that is of 3. Ihort, as u u u Tnerylk. 
!he mixt is of 6. diuere fortes, i.ZJarfj'^aj, of onelong, 
ad two (hort, as - u u happily. 2. Anapatus, of two 
IWte, and one long, as o u - i\f\auelers. 3. Bacchius, 

r one Ihort, and two long, as u remcmbrers. 

L falintbachins, of two long and one (hort, as — a 
t»rded. 5. Cretkiis of a long, a ihort, and a longi'i 
•o — daungerous. 6. Amp/iiirackus, of a ihort, a long,, 
nd a Ihort, as u — u retoyced. 

Many more deuifions of feete are vfed by fome, but 

ttfe doo more artificially comprehende all quantities 

Kttfiary to the fkanning of any verfe, according to 

^hus in hys Rethorique. The place of the feete ia 

Ifedifpofing of them in theyrpropperroomes, wherebftl 

Oi^be difcemed the difference of eche verfe which is 

lie right mimbring of the fame. Now as for the quaji- 

ra^ of our wordes, therein lyeth great dilKcultye, and the 

tmiifefl matter in this faculty. For in tmth there being 

Mdl diueriity betwixt our words and the Latine, it 

nntiot ilande indeede with great reafon that they 

We fia/ne, wee beeing oneUe diiected ^ fiich rules 
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as ferue for ondy Latine words, yet notwitfilli 
one may well perceiue by thefe fewe, that thefe ' 
of verfcs would well become the fpeeche, if fobec 
were fuch Rules prefcribed, as woulde admitt thfi 
ing of your aptefl and fulled wordes together>| 
indeede excepting a fewe, of our Monafyilabla, j 
naturally (hoiilde moil of them be long, we haue i) 
none, that wyll Ilande fitlie in a ihort foote: and 
fore if fome exception were made againfl the p 
obferualion of Pofilion, and certaine other of thflj 
then might we haue as great plenty and choyfe « 
woordes to furniili and fette foorth a verfe, as ^ 
other tongue, 

Likewife if there were fome derection in fuch wi 
as fall not within the compaffe of Greeke or % 
rules, it were a great helpe, and therefore I hact, 
miffe in thefe few which I made. Such as is dl 
tillable in thefe wordes, able, noble, or poffim 
fuch like : againe for the nature and force of our | 
our M, of our oo, and ee, of our wordes which a^ 
an e in the ende after one or two Confonanta 
many other. 1 for ray part, though (I mull a 
confeffe) many faultes efcaped me in thefe feig 
tooke I as good heede as 1 coulde, and in truet 
rather alwaies omitt the beil wordes and fuch as ) 
naturally become the fpeech bell, then I wqide 
mitte any thing, which flioulde notorioufly impi^ 
Latine rules, which herein I had onely for ray diro 
Indeede mofl of our Monafyllabks I am forced to, 
fliort, to fupply the want of many Ihort wordes ret 
in thefe verfes. The Participle A, being but th^ 
lifli article adioyned to Nownes, I alwayes makej 
both alone and in compofition, and likewife thew 
of one fillable ending in E, as t!u, when it is an a 
he,Jhe,ye, etc. tte I thinkc Ihould needes be »!' 
long becaufe we pronounce continually VVe. I, \ 
alone (landing for the Pronowne Ego, in my iudf 
might well be vfed common: but becaufe I neuei 
'( vfed but fhort I lb obfeiued \t. NMovAa enSim 
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ike fhort without doubt, fauing that I haue marked 
"hers one difference which they vfe in the iame, 
5 to make it fliort in the ende u of an Aduerb, as 
ijr, and long in the ende - of an Adtectiue as goodly : 
the reafon is as I take it, bccaufe the Adiectiue is 
Ifliould be mod commonly written thus goodiie. 
bceing an Aduerbe is naturally long : in the ende of 
tdes both Monafyllahks and other I thinke it may' 
J common. The firft of Pollifyttables I directed 
; to the nature of the worde, as I thought mofl 
* 'e to Latine examples, fauing that fomewhere 
rayned to ftraine curtefy with the prepofition 
compounded or fuch like, which breaketh 
fquare: as in defence or depart, etc. The 
lables which are not very many, come for the 
t vnder the precinct of Pofitkn, whereof feme 
'U not poffibly abide the touch, and therfore 
s be a little wtefted : fuch are commonly ye 
f three fillables, as moumfully, fpyghtfully 
ike words, deriued of this Adiectiue, full: 
ore if there be great occafion to vfe them, they 
f refolded by detracting onely (/) and then they 
leetely currant, as maurnftdy. The lafl fillables 
y directed fb neere as I could to the touch of 
i]es. 

H famous verfe of all the refl, is called Hixa- 

Matm, which confideth of fixe feete, wherof 

re are indifferently either Spondmi orDa^yh 

s euermore a dactyl, aud the fixt a Spanda, ai 



s happily thou licst tumbling vnder a bectc/itra. 



ie of verfe I haue onely feene to be practifed 

ifh fpeeche: and indeede wyll ftaad forae- 

orderlye therein then any of the other 

11 we haue fome tolleration of wordes made 

all rule. The firil that attempted to practife 

in EngMi, fhould feeme \.o >!£ \he ^^\ft of , 

> tianilated fome part oi Virgiil 1.W0 nc&s. 
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indeede, but without regard of true quantity of filli 
There is one famous DiflUhon, which i; 
mouthesofall men, that was made by one Maf 
fon, fellowe of S. lohns Colledge in CambnC 
40. yeeres pad, which for the fweetnes anfl ' 
therof in all refpects doth inat[c]h and i _ 
Latine coppy oi Horace, which he made oat'isi 
wordes, qui mores kaminum etc. 

All traudkrs doo gladlie report great praife to VHX 

For that heknewemanie mensmaners^ a. 

Which two verfes if they be examined throughofl 
the rules and obfeniations of the befl veriifym^ ! 
bee founde to attaine the very perfection of them 
There be two other not much inferiour to thefe, 
I found in ye Gloffe of E. K. vppon the fift y£^ 
of the newe Poet : which TuUy tranflated out of (^ 
into Latine, H/ec habui qim edi etc. 
All that I cate did I ioy and all that Igreedilie ^wj 

As for thofe manie goodlis matters left J for others. 
Which though they wyll not abide the toud 
SynaliEpha in one or two places, yet perhappes f 
Englifli rule which might wyth good reafon bp Cil 
liflied, would make them currant enough, and autq 
that inconuenience which is very obi ' 
wordes. The great company of famous verfes of tl 
fort, which Mafter Hartley made, is not vnknowne 
any and are to be viewed at all times. I for my part^ 
farre as thofe examples would leade me, and 
owne fmal! (ky!l affoorde me, haue blundered vpi 
thefe fewe, whereinto I haue tranflated the two 
j^logues of Virgin : becaufe I thought no matter 
' Le owne inuention, nor any otlier of antiqm 
more fifte for trya\ of t\iya l.\\'fn?„tietee 1' 
fome wore fpeciall direction, *Vi\t\v m\^\. 
re Iroublefomt maiiiaer ol vjiytm^. , 
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' The Argument of the firft 
Alglogiie. 



1 



[ 

HKf the perfonne of Tityrus Vyrgill beeing figured lum- 
if^eclareth to Meltbats an nother Neateheard, the great 
iefittes he receyued at Augujlus hand, who in the fpoyle 
iiantua gaue him hys goods and fubflaunce againe. 

JStltbatttit. SUsniif. 

V^Ityrus, happilie ikou lyste tumbling vnder a heech tree, 
\ Ail in a fine o&te pipe thefe fweete fongs iustilk chaurttif^: 
^ifoerefiules goeto uiracke, andfromthefe coastes beremooutd, 
ujro <ntr pastures Jiiveeie: thou Tityr, at eafe in a shadt pMt 
'^Asi thiikegroues to refoundwilhjonges of braue Amarillis. 

Sitjints- 
Meiib^us, hf ii'ds no man but a God who rekeudt tm.' 
fr 6e shalbe my God: firotn this favie Skeepcot his alters 
^er, a tender Lambejkall want, with blood to bedew them- 
}S eoifd gift did he ^ut, to. my steles thus freelie to wander, 
1 to myfdfe (thoufeesl) on pipe to refound what j: li^ 



i 

them, 
rounder, , 
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Grulch theefure Idoo noty but this thing makes me to wm 
Whence comes all this adoo: with grieeuous paine not a M 
Can I remooue my Goates: here, Tityre skant get I forwait 
Poore olde crone, two twyns at a clappe ith boyjlerous hqfil 
Lcftjhe behind, best hope € my flock laid hard on a bare stc 
Had not a luckleffe lotte poffest our mindes, I remember 
Warnings oft fro the blafl burnt oake wefaw to befent vs. 
Oft did a left hand crow foretell thefe thinges in her hull tree^ 
But this God let vs heaie what he was, good Tityre tell me, 

STitgrttjS. 

Tliatfame Cittiefo braue which Rome was wont to be callet 
Foole did Tthinke, to be like this of ours, where we tothepastun 
Wonted were to remooue from dammes our young prettie Cattt 
Thus did y^ thinke yoimg whelpes, and Kids to be like to 

mothers, 

Thus did I wont compare manie great thinges with many littk 
But this aboue all towfies as loftily mounteth h£r high head, 
As by the lowe bafe shrubbes tall Cypreffe shooteth aboue them. 

Itteltbaettjet. 
And what did thee m^oue thatneedes thou mustgoe to fee Rome. 

SitgrttjJ. 

Freedome: which though late, yet once lookt backe to my pot 

flate. 
After time when hair es from my beard did ^inne to be whitish 
Yet lookt back at lafl and found me out after a long time. 
When Amarill was once obtainde, Galatea departed: 
For (for I will confeffe) whilst as Galatea did hold mee, 
If^J^e ^id I not for freedome, and care had I none to my caitel 
7)^{?u£A mamefaire young heastts our f olde jor the aulterz aforde 
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dmanie cheefes good fro my preffe vverefent to the Cittic: 
dome times did I bring ante store of pmcefro the markeit, 

Ama^l, wherefore, to thy Gods (very much did I meruaile) 
nuilie thou didfl praie: ripefruites vngathered all still: 
tyrus is not at home-, thefe Pyne trees Tityre mifl tliee, 
untaines longd for thee: thefc hedgrovves vvisht thy return 
home 

VJiat was then to bedoone? from bondage could 7iot y wind 07it: 
either I could haue found fuch gentle Gods any where els. 
^itre did I fee (Melibcee) that youth whofe hestes I by courfe 

still, 
'wtnights uhole to obferue on the Alters fure will I notfaile. 
Ttus did he gentlie graunt to myfute when first I demawided. 
'eepe your heardes poore flaues as erst, let bulks to tJie makes 

still, 

|tteltba:enje(. 

Tappy aide man, then thouflialt haue thy farme to remaine still, 
urge and large to thy f elf e, others nought but stonie graudl : 
\nd foule flymie rush wherewith their lees be befprinkled, 
Tere no vnwoonted foode fhall grieue young theaues who be 

laded, 
for the infections foule of neighbours flocke ffiall annoie them, 
fappie olde man. In fhaddowy bankes and coole prettie places, 
feere by the quaintedfloodes andfprings most holie remainifig, 
{ere, thefe quickfds fre/k which lafids feuer out fro thy 

neighbors 
ind greene willow rowes which Hibloe bees doo reioice in, 
1ft fine whistring noife, flicUl bring fwede fleepe to thy fences. 
^7ider a Rock fide here will proyner chaujit merrie ditties. 
Veither on highe Elme trees, thy beloude JDoues loftilie fitting, 
VorJfrMe Turtles trim, will ceafe to crooke with a goodcJieere. 
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JFirst^ therefore fwift buckes shall flie for foode to the skies warn 
And from fish with drawn broade feas themfelues sha/aum 

hence: 
Jnrst, (both borders broke) ArarisfJial run to the Parthanes^ 
And likewife Tygris shall againe runne backe to the Germantt, 
Ere his countnawicefweete shallflippe once out from myhartrooti^ 

|tteltbaeaj$. 

We poorefoules, muflfome to the land cald Affrica packe hence. 
Some to thefarre Scythia, andfome must to the fwift flood Ocuds* 
Some to Britannia coafles quite parted farre fro the whole worlds 
Oh thefe pafiures pure shall I nere more cJmnce to behold yeel 
And our cottage poore with warme turues couerd about trim. 
Oh thefe trim tilde landes^fJiall a rechleffe fouldier haue themf 
Andfhall a Barbarian haue this cropped fee what a mifchi^ 
Dif cord vile hath araifde? for whom was our labour ailtoohet 
Novv Meliboee ingraft pearie stocks, fette vines in an order. 
Now goe (my braue flocke once that were) O now goe my 

kidlings. 
Neuer againe fhcUl I now in a greene bowre fweetelie repofed 
See ye in queachie briers farre a loofe clambring on a high hilL 
Nowfhall Ifing no lygges, nor whilst I doofcUl to my iunkets, 
ShcUl ye my Goates, cropping fweete flowres and leaues ^ 

about me. 

Yet thou maist tarrie heere, and keepe me companie this nighty 
All on a leauie couch: good Aples ripe I doo not kUke^ 
Chestnutts fweete good store, andplentie ofcurddes will IfetthiL 
Marke i the Towne Jiow chimnie tops doo beginne to befmoaJdng^ 
And fro the Mountaines high how fhaddowes grow to be larger* 



The Argument, 

\ in the perfonne of Corydon as fome thinke, com- 

fneth that he is not fo gratious with Auguftus as he , 
"d bee : or els it is to be referred to a youth Alexander, 

' . was giuen him of Afinius Pollio, whom he blameth | 

e vnftedfaftnes of his witt and wandering appetite, in ' 

ifing the freendly counfayte which he vfed to giue hini. I 

Hat Sheepheard Corydon did bume in lone with Alexis, ( 
AUhismaftersdeare: andnought hadhewherebytohope j 
lely in beechen groues, and dolefome fhaddowy places, [for, 
'lie reforted he : there thefe mde difordered outoyes, 
fylles and defeit woodes throughout thus mournfully tuned. 
'I hard harted Alex, haft thou no regard to my fweete fong? 
Pjttieft me not a whitt : yea makft me now that I (hall dye. 
Yet doo the beaftes find opt fine fliades and trim pretty 

coole plottes, 
And fro the fun beames fafe lie lyzarcles vnder a bufhtufie : 
And for workmen toughe with boyling heate fo beparched, 
^lick fauery fweete and coole hearbes plenty be dreffed. 
'But, by tl;e fcorchtbanke fydes i' thy foote ileppes ftil I goe 
ploiJding. 
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HedgeroweshottdoorefoundwithGrafliopsmoumfulIyrque 
O had 1 not ben better abyd Amariilis her anger? pi 

And her proude difdaine? yea better abyde my Meoalca: 
What though brown did he feeme ? yea what though thou 

fo gallant 
O thou fine chery cheekt child trufl, not t' much to thy beau 
Black violetts are tooke when dayfes white be refufed. 
Me thou doft defpife vnknowne to thy felfe yet Alexis ; 
What be my riches greate in neate, in milke what abounds^ 
In Sicill hyUes be my Lambes of which there wander a thoufill 
All times, colde and bote yet frefh milke neuer I wanted. 
Such be my Muficke notes, as (when his flockes he reailll| 
Amphion of Dirce did vfe on fliore Aracynthus, 
Much mifiiapt I am not, for late in a baJicke I behelde IS 
When Hill feas were calme, to thy Daphnis neede not I^ 

place 
No, though thou be the iudge, if pictures haue any crediM 
O were thou content to remaine n-ith me by the downes hce 
In thefe lodgings finalt, and helpe me proppes to put vsde 
And trym kydling fiocke with roe to driue to the greenefidj 
Pan in Cnging fweete with me fliouldfl brauely refemblej. 
Pan, was firfl the inuenter, pypes to adioyne in an ordai 
Pan, poore flockes and Sheepheardes to mod duly regaide 
Thofe fine lips thouneedft not feare to bnife with afweetepyj 
What dyd Amynt forlake i'this excercife to be cunning? 
One pype with feauene fundry Hops matcht fweetly toget^ 
Haue I my felfe, Damtetas which ats death he bequeathd J 
And iayd, heere, thou art now thefecond which euer hath Oij 
So fayd DamEetas: but Amyntas fpightfully fcornde it 
Alfo, two pretty finaU wyld kyddes, mofl goodlie befpottt 
Haue I, that heere i' the dales doo runne skant lafe 1-i 

feare me. 
Twyceinadaytwoteates they fuck: for thee will 1 keepet^e 
Wondrous faine to haue had tiiem both was Thellylis of 1^ 
And fo fhe fliall : for I fee thou fcomfl, whatfo-euer I giue m 
Come hyther O thou fweete face boy ; fee fee, to diy feJfe hi^ 
How fayre Nymphes in baskets full doo bring manie tSli 
lUt/Ce violets fweete Nais p\ucks ai\d bloomes fro the Pog^ 
JVarcyfs, and dyU flowres molt twette ftiat iiuovaefia. ^si. 
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iia, broade mary Goldes, with pancyes, and Hyacinthus. 

id I my felfe rype peaches foft as filke will I gather. 

id fuch Chefnutts as Amarill was wont to reioyce at. 

3ms wyll I bring likewife : that fruite Ihall be honored alfo. 

id ye O Lawrell twygges that I croppe, and myrte thy 

felfe next. 

)r ye be wont, (-bound both in a bunch) mofl fweetely to 

lauour. 

lou axt but aClowneCorydon: thefe gifts efleemes not Alexis: 

or by thy gifts to obtaine art meete to incounter lolas. 

Vretch (ahlas) whats this that I wilh? fouth blafls to the 

yong flowers 

rcleerecryilallflreames with loathfome fwyne to be troubled? 

h mad boy from whom doofl runne? why Gods ithe woods 

dwelt : 

nd Paris erll of Troy : Pallas mofl gladly reioyfeth, 

I thefe bowres : and in trym groues we all chiefely delight 

vs. 
lym LyonefTe doth courfe curfl woolues, fo wolues doo 

the kydlinges. 
nd thefe wanton Kyddes likewife thefe faire Cytifus 

flowers. 

hee Coiydon (O Alex) fome pleafure euery wight pulles. 
ee thefe yoked fleeres fro the plough nowe feeme to be 

lett loofe. 
Old thefe Ihadowes large doo declare thys fun to depart 

hence 
ityll I doo burne in loue. What meane in loue to be lookt 

for? 
Qi Corydon Corydon, what raging fury dooth haunt thee, 
ialfe cropt downe be thy vynes and broade brauncht elmes 

ouerhang them, 
lather about fome needefull worke now bufy thy felfe well, 
uther on Ofyers tuffe or bulrufh weaue pretty basketts. 
bd if Alexis fcome thee flill, mayfl hope for another. 
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I durfl not enterpryfe to goe any further 
rude tianflation : beeing for the refpects aforefay< 
troublefome and vnpleafaot peece of labour: A 
therefore ihefe Ihall futBce tU! further occafion fl 
ferue to itnploy fome profitable paynes in this betiaU 

Tbe next verfe in dignity to the Hexameters, fe 
Carmen E/egiacum which confifleth of foure feete i 
two od fiUables : viz: the two firil feete, eyther I)a& 
or Spondmi indifferent, the one long fillable : next I 
Daffyli and an other long fillable o a ui 

u ~ fome doo meafure it in this forte (and more tm 
yet not fo readily to all) accounting firil two indiS 
ently either Dadyli or Spondizi, then one S^nA 
and two Anapxjli. But it commeth all to one recia 
ing. Thys verfe is alwayes vnfeperably adiofi 
vnto the Hexameter, and fenieth efpecially to 1 
handling of loue and dalliances, whereof it tail 
the name. It will not frame altogether fo curranl 
in our Englifti as the other, becaufe the ftiortn' 

- of the feconde Penthhnimer will hardly be ftan 
to fall together in good fence, after the Latine ni 

1 haue not feene very many of them made by a 
and therefore one or two for example lake il 
be fufficient. 

This Dijlkhon out of Quid. 

Ingaiium quondam fiterat prettojius auro, 
I At nunc barbaries grandis habere nihil. 

\ May thus be tranilated. 

I Learning oncewas thought to be better then anygold? 
I Now he that hath not wealth is but a barbarian. 
I And thys 

f Omnia futU honiinum tatui pendentia filo: 

Etfubito cafu qute valuere ruunt. 
\ Tjs but a llender thread, which all mens flates do 
pend on : 
And moR goodly thinges qu\cV\^ <5.Q0 i3fi.^Ja ftaca 
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^ for the verfes Fhalocium and lambicum^ I haue 
not as yet made any tryall in them : but the Sapphic I 
affure you, in my iudgment wyl doo very pretty, if ye 
^ants which I fpeake were once fupplied. For tryall 
of which I haue turned the new Poets fweete fong of 
^liza into fuch homely Sapphick as I coulde. 

Thys verfe confifleth of thefe fiue feete, one Chore, 

^^t fpondcB, one da6lyl, and two Chords, with this 

addition, that after euery third verfe be fette one 

Adonium verfe, which confifleth of a da6lyl and a 

fpondce. It is more troublefome and tedious to frame 

in our fpeeche by reafon they runne without difference, 

euery verfe being a like in quantity throughout, yet in 

my iudgement flandeth meetely w^ell in the fame. 1 

pray looke the Coppy which I haue tranflated in the 

fourth ^glogue of the Sheepheardes Calender : ye fong 

of Colins making which Hobbinoll fmgeth in prayfe 

oi the Queenes maiefly, vnder the name of Eliza, 

YE dainty Nymphes that in this bleffed brooke, 
doo bathe your brefl : 
Forlake your watry bowres and hether looke, 

at my requefl : 
And onely you Virgins that on Parnafs dwell. 
Whence floweth Helicon the learned well, 
helpe me to blafe 
her worthy praife 
That in her fex doth all excell. 

Of fayre Eliza be your filuer fong 

that bleffed wight : 
The flowre of Virgins, may fhe flourifli long, 

in princely pHght. 
For fhe is Syri?ix daughter without fpott, 
Which Fan the Sheepheards God on her begot : 

fo fprang her grace, 

of heauenly race. 
No mortal! blemifb may her blott. 

See where ihe fittes, etc 

F 
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Oye Nymphfs mod tine who rcTort to ihls hi 
For lo bathe there your pretty breads at all timal 
fl-eaue the watrifli bowres, hyther and to tne come 
at my requefl i 
And ye Virgins trymnie who refort to Partuifs, 
Whence the learned well Helicon beginneth : 
Heipe to biaie her worthy deferts, that all els 

mouDtelh aboue 
I Nowe the Gluer fonges oi Elisa fing yee, 
I Princely wight whofe peere not among the virgins 
" n be found : that long (he may remaine among vs. 
now let vs all pr^ 
Tor Syrinx daughter (he is, of her begotten 
J-Of the great God Fun, thus of heaueii aryfelh, 
FAII her eident race : any mortall harde happe 

cannot aproche tii 
:, fhe filtes moil feemely in a gralTy greene plot^ 
[ Clothed in weedes meete for a princely mayden, 
Uofte with Ermines white, in a goodly fcarlett 

brauely befeemin^ 
J Decked is that crowne that vpon her head ilandes 
) With the red Rofe and many DaffadilUes, 
— he Primrofe and violetts, be fette by : how 

ioyfuU a fight ifL 
Say, behold did ye etier her Angelike face, 
Like lo Phixbe fayre ? or her heauenly hauour 
And the princclike grace that in her remainetb ? 

haue yee the like feetlu 
Medlcd iil red rofe with a white together 
Which in either cheeke do riepeintt a trymme cheery 
Her maicllie and eye to Ldiold fo comely, her 

like who r«membreth 



,. 



Sfitfonc 
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f once peept foorth with a goodly guilt hewe, 
to gaze ; but when he !awe the bright beames 
;ad abroade fro' her face with a glorious grace, 

it did amaze him. 
sn another funne he behelde belowe heere, 
(ht he red for fliame, nor againe he durrt. looke: 
old hedurHbrightbeamesofhisownewithhersmatch, 
for to be vanquiftiL 
w thy felfe now Cynthia with thy cleere rayes, 
1 behold her: neuerabalht be thou fot [beauty, how 
en flie fpreades thofe beames of her heauenly 
thou art in a dump dafht? 
, I wiil take hcede that I match not her grace, 
h the Zaton feede, Niobe that once did, 
we fhe doth therefore in a flone repent: to all 

other a WTiming. 
i he may well boafle that he did begit her 
■h a noble wight, to Syrhix is it ioy, 
it (he found fuch lott with a bellibone trym 

for to be loaden. 
len my younglinges firfl to the dammes doo bleat out, • 
JlamilkewhiteLambetomyLady beoffred; [grome, 
- my Goddeffe fliee is yea I my felfe her Heard- 
tliough but a rude Clowne, 
to that place Calinpe dooth high her, 
lere my Goddeffe (hines: to the fame the Mufer 
er her with fweete Violines about them 

cheerefuUy tracing 
lot it Bay braunche that aloft in hantles they haue, 
le to giue them fure to my I^dy Eliza: 
'<3 fweete they play — and to the fame doo fmg too 

heaunly to heare ifl, 
, flie Graces trym to the flroake doo foote it, 

Kmcing, and merimcnt doo make them, 
e iuilniments to reioyce the more, but 
wants not a tburth grace? 
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Then the datmce wylt be cune, to my Lady dierefori 
Shalbe geune that place, for a grace flie fhall be 
For to fill thai place that among tliem in heaune, flie 
may be receiuet 
Thys beuy of bright N}'mphes, whether ill goe iheynow 
Raiinged all thus fine in a rowe logetherP 
They be Ladies all i' the Late behight foe? 

they thether all go< 
One that is there chiefe that among the reft goes, 
Called is Chores of Ulyues ihe beares a 
Goodly Cro«-nett, meete for a Prince that in peace 

euer abldeth 
All ye Sheepheardes maides that about the greenedwel 
Speede ye there to her grace, but among ye take heed 
All be Virgins pure that aprocbe to deck her, 

duetie reqniretl 
When ye fliaJl prefent ye before her in place, 
See ye not your felues doo demesne too rudely: 
Bynd the fillets: and to be fine the wade gyrt 

faa withalawdlja 
.Bring the Pinckes therewith many GellifJowres (n^HR 
And the Cullambynes: let vs hane the Wynefopt,'- 
With the Cornation that among the loue kddes > 
wontes to be wome an^ 
Daffadowndillies all a long the ground ftrowe. 
And the Cowflyppe with a prely paunce let heavlb 
Kyngcuppe and Lillies fo beloude of all men 

And the deluce flowt 

One verfe there remaineth vntranflated as yet, wit* 
fome other of this forte, which I meant to haue finifted, 
but by reafon of fome let which I had, I am con* 
drained to defer to fome other time, when I hope W 
gratify the Readers with more and better vcries of wS 
fort : for in trueth I am perfwaded a little paine taltinS 
miglit fiimifh our fpeeche with as much pleafea^ 
dtlight in this kinde oE verie, as 3.tvj ovViw ' ' ""' 





Heere followe the Cannons or gene- 
ral! cautions of Poetry, prefcribed by Horace, 
firfl gathered by Gcorgius Fabridus Cnmni- 
eenjis : which I thought good to annex to 
tliys Treatife, as very neceffaiy obferuatio] 
to be marked of all Poets. 



I71 his Epijile ad Pi/ones 

de arlc Podica. . 



>ia^^H 




g|Irfl. let the inuentionbe meeteforthe 
matter, not differing, or (Iraunge, 
or monflrous. For a womans head, 
a horfe necke, the bodie of a 
dyuers coloured Byrd, and many 
members of fundry creatures com- 
pact together, whofe legges ending 
hke a Fyflies tayle : this in a picture 
is a woutlerfiil deformitie ; but if there be fuch 

|<liuerf]tye in the frame of a fpeeche, what can be 
fflOre vncomely or ilfauoured? 
a. The ornaments or colours muil not bee too many, 
illorralhly aduentured on, neither mull they be vfed 
caery where and thruil into euery place. 
J The proprietie of fpeeche mull bee duelyoblerued 
Sal wayghty and great matters be not fpoken flenderly, 
^ matters of length too briefly : for it belongeth much 
l^oth to the coralineffe and nature of a 






f 
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matters there be lykewife vfed bi 
wordes. 

4. In Poetical! defcriptions, the fpeeche mull nt 
exceede all credite, nor any thing fainedlie brought il 
againil all courfe of nature, 

5. The difpofing of the worke mufl. be fuch, ths 
there be no offence committed, as it were by too a 
quifile dilligence: for many thinges may be oft con 
mitted, and fome thing by too curious handling b 
made offenciue. Neylher is it in one part to be we 
furaifhed, and in another to be neglected. Which i 
prooued by example of a Caruer, who exprefied vet] 
artificially the heade and vpper part of a body^ but tlu 
reil bee could not make an ende of. Againe, it l! 
prooued thus, that a body Ihould not be in otha 
partes beautifull, and yet bee deformed in the crookri 
nofe: for all Che members in a well (hapen bodie mufl 
be aunfwerable, found, and well proportioned. 

6. He that laketh in hande to ivrite any thing muft 
firil take heede that he be fuflicient for the fame: fat 
often vnwary fooles through their rafhnes are ouertoote 
with great want of ability 

7. The ornament of a worke confifleth in wonfc^ 
and in the manner of the wordes, are either firopiefl 
mixt, newe or olde, propper or tranflated. In &SS 
all good iudgment mud be vfed and ready wytL tSi 
chiefefl. grace is in the moft frequented wordei?fbrffi 
fame reafon holdeth in wordes, as doth in coynea, Sm 
the moft. vfed and tried are beft, elleemed. ' 

8. The kinde of verfe is to be confidered and apfij 
applied to the argument, in what meafure is moll mefiO 
for euery fort The moll vfuall kindes are foure, ft' 
Heroic, Elegiac, lambick, and Lyric. 

9. One mufl vfe one kynde of fpeeche alike in M 
wrytings. Sometime the Lyric ryfeth aloft, fomC^ 
the coraicall. To the Tragicall wiyters belong prop*^ 
the bygge and boyllerous wordes. Examples nuSS 
interplaced according fitly to the time and place. 

10. Jiegarde is to be l\ad o^ a.Si:c\ioTvs-. one flBif 
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^mnmeth pleafant perfons, an other fadde, an other 
Wathfull, an other gentle, which mud ah be heedefully 
lelpected, Three thinges therefore are requifite in 
wifes, beauty, fweetnes, and the affection, Th&y 
fhrajhis fayth that this beauty or delectableneffe is a 
deceyt, and Ariflotle calleth it Tvpawia. oktyoKpovCov, a. 
momentany tyrany, Sweetnefle retayneth a Reader, 
Section raoueth him. 

I II. Euery perfon mufi. be fitted accordingly, and the 
^eche well ordered : wherein are to be confidered the 
[dignity, age, fex, fortune, condition, place, Country, etc. 
ofeche perfon. 

la. The perfonnes are eyther to be fayned by the 
Poets thetn felues, or borrowed of others, if he borrow 
Biera, then mull hee obferue to o/iotov, that is, that 
ie folow that Author exactly whom he purpofeth to 
immitate, and whereout he bringeth his examples, 
B«t if he fayne newe perfonnes, then muft he keepre 
Iusto o/utAoi', thatisequalhe: fo bringing them in eche 
place, that it be alwayes agreeable, and the lad like 
vnto the firfl, and not make one perfon nowe a bolde 
boafter, and the fame Ilraightwaies a wife warie man, 
% that is pafling abfurd. Againe, euery one muft 
^HeTacTo a.p/iO(rroVf wliich is interpreted flw/am/iwftam, 
fitneffe; as it is meete and agreeable euery where, a 
Ban to be (loute, a woman fearefull, a feruant crafty, 
'young man gentle. 

13. Matters which are common may be handled by a 
Poet as they may be thought propper to himfelfe alone. 
All matters of themfelues are open to be intreated of 
by any man : but if a thing be handled of fome one in 
«cb fort, as he thereby obtaine great prayfe, he maketh 
^hisowne or propper to himfelfe, as many did write 
oT the Troiane war, but yet Homer made matter which 
»>s common to all, propper to himfelfe. 

14. Where many thinges are to be taken out of 
Wneienter tongues, as the I^tines tooke much out of 
^ Greekes, the wordes are not fo precifeiie to be fol- 
lowed, but that they bee altered according to the ii 
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nunt jnd will of die Immftator, wfaicfa pRsccii 
lowed of Tnl^, JK« Mviaa i«nft^ jMo^e ^^ « 

15. The t^y'Mwg anil not be taoSOify 1 
dai i^ ftcuR^f or too I00& | 

I& Tbe propofiban w nuntimi let k vol 
felcbed or mlikdT, and in itte bme fofget noU 
letencres of ^es and peiibas. ] 

17. In a Coinedie it is needfiill to fthibiia 
actions opcnlie, as &ich as aie ctadL vobonefi, (i 
but fuch ihinges maj better bee declared bj-fboi 
and handrome woides, afto-what ftxte tfa^a 
iwfed to bee doone. J 

18. If a CoEQinedye haue more Actcs then fi|| 
tedioi:*, if fevrer, il is not taStacat. |i 

II fytteth not to bring in the perfoiuies of G(f 
in vcrie great matters. Ciar^ lajtb, nfaen Q 
Epdy wrytcrs cinnot bring theyr matters to goof 
thry ninnc to Clod. Let not more perTonnes 
luBCthcr llien {ouk for auoyding conAifion. '1 
i'he C'Afri mull be well ganuihed and fette| 
wlicrcin rylher menne are admonifhed, or reprel) 
vt cnurilnylc'l vnto vertue. Such matter ma 
tiliorm I'tir the Chorvi, as may bee meete and agl 
tn llml which is in hand As for inftnmients ad 
in^, ttiry arc Rcli(|iics of olde iimpliritye. B 
Miilii.tir; commonlyc vfed at Theaters and the 
fiiiiirnelJV' of ihcyr fongcs, which together wytl 
wealth Jni-ri!flfc<l among the Romaines, is hull 

IBfoiplirifl tnd good manners. 

^^^a In A Salyr the clownilh company and rural 
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laccording to the perfons : of Decoriim, that he 

■reprefented feme noble perfonage in the Trage- 

B not fome bufy foole in the Satyr: finallie of 

irers, leall they bee offended by myxing filthy 

I with iedes, wanton toyes wyth vnhoneft, or 

le with merry thinges. 

I The feele are to be applied propper to euery 

I of verfe, and tlierin a Poet mufl not vfe too 

\ licence or boldnes. The auncient writers in 

\ verfes vfed at fird pure/flM^iV/ij: Afterwards 

us was admitted into Locos inipares, but at lafl 

bras the licentious cuflome, that they woulde 

^pondsus where they lifted, and other feete 

Kt regard e. 

\ In compyling of verfes great care and circum- 
fon muH be vfcd. 
!liofe verfes which be made Extempore, are of no 
great eftitnation: thofe which are vnartificiall, are 
"Vtterly repelled as too foolith. Though many doo 
I^htlie regard our verfes, yet ought the Carelefneffe of 
the hearers to bee no caufe in vs of errour and negli- 
gence. Who defireth to make any thing worthy to be 
heard of learned eares, let hym reade Greeke Authors 
heedehillie and continually. 

22. Artes haue their increafmges euen as other 
things, beeing natural!, fo haue I'ragedies which were 
firfl. rudely inuented by Thefpss, at lail were much 
adorned by ..^?/i-/y/(/i: at the firfl they were practifed 
in Villages of the Countrey, afterwardes brought to 
ftages in great Citties. 

23. Some Artes doo increafe, fome doo decay by a 
ccrtayne natural! courfe. The olde manner of Com- 
medies decayde, by reafon of (laundering which therein 
they vfed againil many, for which there was a penaltie 
appointed, lead their bitternes fliould proceede too 
iarre; In place of which among the Latines came the 
Satyres. 

The auncient Autliors of Comedies, were Eupolis, 
Cratinus, and Arijloplumes, of the middle forte Plato 
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Comrnis, of the lafl kmde Menander, which contifl' 
and was accounted the mod famous- 

34. A Poet Ih ould not content himfclfe onely 
Others inuentionsi but himfelfe alfo by ye eicam[ie ,1 
old wryleiB ftiolde bring fomething of his owns _'' 
dulUy, which may bee laudable. So did lhey»A»* 
writte among the Latines the Comedies called T(^* 
whofe arguments were taken from ye Greekes, aod' 
other which wrytl the Pretcxtatce, whereof the 
ments were Latine. 

25. Heedefuineife and good compofition makelh * 
perfecte verfe, and that which is not fo may W 
reprehended. The faculty of a goode witte excedeth 

I Ane. 

I 26. A Poet that he may be perfect, hath neede W 
haue knowledge of that part of Philofophy whsli 
inforaieih ye life to good manners. The other wbid* 
pertaineth to naturall thinges, is lefle plaufible, t«I^ 
fewer ornaments, and is not fo profitable. 

27. A Poet to the knowledge of Philofophie (hoo0* 
alfo adde greater experience, that he may know tf^* 
faftiions of men and difpofitions of people. ThJ^ 
profit is gott by trauelling, that whatfoeuer he wryte<^ 
lie may fo exprelTe and order it, that liys narratitf- 
may be fonnable, ^ 

28. Tlie ende of Poetry is to wryte pleafant thinge^ 
and profitable. I'leafant it is which delighteth b>J 
beeing not too long, or vneafy to be kept in memory^ 
and which is foroewhat likelie, and not aitogether^ 
forged. Profitable it is, which llyrreth vppe the 
mindes to learning and wifedome. 

2g. Certaine efcapes are to be pardoned in fomc 
Poets, fpecially in great workes. A faulte may bee 
committed either in refpecl of hys propper Arte, or 
in fome other Arte: that a Poet llioiilde erre in pre- 
cepts of hys owne arte, is a flianiefull thing, to com- 
l mitte a faulte in another Arte is to be borne withal : as 
1 in Virgil, who fayneth thai yEnais comming into 
I Africa flew with hys darte certaine Stagges, whereas 
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leede A^ca hath in it none of thofe beades. Such 
errours doo happen eyther by vnheedefulnes, when 
one efcapeth them by negligence: or by the common 
fragility of man, becaufe none there is which can 
know all thinges. Therefore this lafl kinde of errour 
is not to be ilucke vppon. 

30. A good Poet ITiould haiie refpect to thys, how 
to retaine hys Reader or hearer. In a picture feme 
thing delighteth beeing fette farre of, foraething nearer, 
but a Poet ihould delight in all places as well in funne 
as (haddowe. 

31. In a Poet is no meane to be admitted, which if 
hee bee not he of all is the word of alL 

32. A Poeme if it runne not fweetely and fmoothly 
is odious: which is proued by a. fimilc of the two 
fenfes, hearing and tailing, as in fweete and pleaiaunt 
meates. And the Poem mufl bee of that forte, that 
for the fweetenefTe of it may bee acceptable and con- 
tinue like it felfe vnto the ende, leafl it weaiye or 
driue away a Reader. 

33. He that would wryte any thing worthy the pof- 
teritye, let him not enteqjrife any thing wherevnto his 
natureis not agreeable. Mercury\% not madeof wood (as 
they fay) neyther doth Minerua fauour all fludies in 
euery one. In all Artes nature is the bell helpe, and 
learned men vfe commonly to fay that A Poet is as well 
l>Orne as made a Pod. 

34. Let no man efleeme himfelfe fo learned, but that 
he may fubmytte hys wrytinges to the iudgments of 
others, and correct and throughly amend the fame 
himfelfe. 

35. The profitte of Poetry fprang thus, for that the 
auncient wj^e men fet downe the betl things that per- 
tained to mans life, manners, or felicity, and examining 
and proou'ing the lame by long experience of time, 
*lien they are aged they publilhed them in wrytinges. 
The vfe of Poetry what it was at the iirfl, is manifeft 
by the examples of the molle learned men: as of 
Orpheus who firfl buJlded houfes: of Amphion who 
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ide Citties, of Tyrtaus who firil made wane: of 
who WTyt moll wyfely. 
n an artiliciall Poet three thioges are reqnifite, 

ture. Arte, and dilUgence. 
^ yj- A wrjter mufl leame of the learned, and he 
rauft not ilicke to confefle when he erreth; that the 
worfe he may leame to auoyde, and knowe howe 10 
follow the better. 

The confelTion of an errour betoken a noble a 
gentle minde. Celfus and QuintUlian doo report of 
Hippocrates, that lead he Ihould deceiue his fKjfterity, 
lie confeffed certayne enoure, as it well became an 
excellent minded man, and one of great crediie. For 
(as fayth Celfus) light witts becaufe they haue nothingi 
wyll haue nothing taken trom them. 

38. In making choife of fuch freendes as fliould te^J 
vs the trueth, and correct our wrytinges, heedef*^ 
iudgment muft bee vfed: leafl eyther we choofe T"?^, 
(kylfull folke, or flatterers, or diffemblers. 'I'he vnfkfr 
full know not how to fudge, flatterers feare to offend^^ 
diffemblers in not prayfing doo feeme to commende. ^^ 

39, Let no man deceiue himfelfc, or fuffer himfelfi^T 
to be decerned, but take fome graue learned man to b^2 
iudge of his dooing, and let him according to hy^^ 
couulayle change and put otit what hec thinketh good. 

40. He which will not flatter and is of ability to 
iudge, let him endeuour to nothing fo much, as to the 
conection of that which is wrytten, and that let be 
doone with earned and exquifite iudgment He which 
dooth not thus, but offendeth wilfully in breaking his 
credite too rafiily, may be counted for a madde, furious, 
and framicke foole. 

41, The faultcs commonly in verfes are feauen, as 
either theybededituteof Arte, of facility, or ornament: 

; els, they be fuperflnous, obfcure, ambidous 
ideleffe. 
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te/ of the Epijiles ad Meccsnait 
Aiigujitim, et Florum. 



. An iromitation fliould not be too feruilc or fuper- 
i though one durfl not varry one iotte from 
Bie example: neyther (hould it be fo fenceleffe or vn- 
flcilfull, as to immitate thinges which are abfurde, and 
not to be followed. 

43. One Ihould not altogether treade in the (leppes 
of others, but fometiroe he may enter into fudi wayes 
as haue not beene haunted or vfed of others. Hora^ 
borrowed ye lainbick verie of Archilocus, exprefling 
fully his numbers and elegant[!]y, but his vnfeemely 
wordes and pratling tauntes bee mortewylhlye (hunned. 

44. In our verfes we Ihould not gape after the phrafes 
of the fimpler forte, but (Iriue to haue our writings 
allowable in the iudgments of learned menne. 

45. The common peoples iudgments of Poets is 
feldome true, and therefore not to be fought after. 
The vulgar fort in Rome iudged Pacuuious to be very 
learned, Acdus to bee a graue wryter, that Affranius 
id&ovzd.Maiatiiier, Piaulus, Epicharmus: that Terence 
escelled in Arte Cadlius in grauity: but the learned 
forte were not of this opinion. There is extant in 
Macrobius (I knowe not whether Angdlius) the like 
verdite concerning them which wryt £pigrammes. 
That Cnttillus and Ca(uus wrytt fewe thinges that were 
good, Me/tius obfcure, Hartmfius vncomely, Cyniia 
vnpleafant, and Memmius rough. 

46. The olde wryters are fo farre to be commended, 
as nothing betaken from the newe: neyther may 
thinke but that the way lyeth open il^VV lo otUec 



•e^i^k 



tmes. 

'yniia 1 
ided. J 

1 



94 A Difcourfe of 

atlaine to as great matters. Full well fayd Sideiiif^-^ ^^ 
Eiukeriits, I reuerence the olde wryters, yet not fi'^ 
though I lefTe efleemed the vertues and defertes of W^ 
wryters in this age. 

47. Newnes isgratefull if it beleamed: for certains 
it is, Artes are not bothe begunne and perfected a' 
once, but are increafed by time and (ludie. which 
notwith Handing when they are at the full perfectSoDi 
doo debate and decreafe againe. 

Ck. de oral. There is nothing in the world wluch 
burfteth out all at once, and conuneth to light all 
wholly together. 

48. No man (hould dare to practife an Arte that ts 
daungerous, efpecially before he haue learned the 
fame perfectly: fo doo guyders of Shyppesr fo doo 
Phifitions; but fo did not manie Romaine Poets (yea 
fo doo not too many Englifli wryters) who in a certaine 
corragious heate gaped after glory by wryting veries, 
but fcwe of them obtayned it 

49. A Poet (hould be no leffe fkylfull in dealing 
with the affectes of the mynde, then a tumbler or a 
Juggler Ihoulde bee ready in his Arte. Aiid withfudi 
pyth (houlde he fette foorth hys matters, that a Reader 
Ihoulde feeme not oneJy to heare the thmg, but to fee 
and be prefeut at the dooing thereof. Which faculty 
Fabms calleth yma-iojjm and Arijloth irpo op/toroc fca-ip 

50. Poets are either fuch as defire to be liked of on 
flages, as Commedie and Tiagedie wryters : or fuch as 
woulde bee regeflred in Libraries. Thofe on flages 
haue fpeciall refpect to the motions of the minde, that 
they may (lirre bothe the eyes and eares of their 
beholders. But the other which feeke to pleafe 
priuately with[in] the walles, talta good aduiferaent in 
their workes, that they may fatiffy the exact iudgments 
of learned men in their Hudies. 

51. A Poet (houlde not bee too importunate, as to 
offende in vnfeafonable fpeeches; or vngentle, as to 

e the admonitions of others', or ambicioi 
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Jnlce too well of his owne dooinges; or too ^vay- 
, as to thinke, reward enough cannot be gyuen him 
_^fcis deferte, or finally too proude, as to defyre to 
I* honoured aboue meafare. 

L 51 The emendations of Poemes be very neceffary, 

"4 in the obfcure poyntcs many thinges may bi: 

Sghtned, in the bafer partes many thinges may he 

Bughly gamilhed. Hee may take away and put 

[^t all vnpropper and vnfeeraely words, he may with 

^ ^Tcietion immitate the auncicnt wrytere, he may 

■ *pm'dge thinges that are too lofty, mitligate thynges 

f rz^^i are too rongh, and may vfe all remedies of fpeeche 

ji ~5'*oiighout the whole worke. The thinges which are 

I ^^^^rce feemely, he mayamenrie by Arte and methode. 

I 53. Let a Poet firil take vppon him, as though he 

I ^"^re to play but an Actors part, as he may bee 

I ^'Tleeraed like one which wryteth without regarde, 

I '^eyther let him fo polhfti his works, but that euery 

^*ie for the bafenefle thereof, may think to make as 

&<Sod. Hee may likewyfe exercife the part of geilurer, 

^-S though he feeraed to meddle in rude and common 

"^iatters, and yet not fo deale in them, as it were for 

^'^iriety fake, nor as though he had laboured them 

*V».oroughly but ttyfled with them, nor as tliough he 

?*^ul fweal for them, but practifed a htde. For fo to 

**Sde ones cunning, that nothing fliould feeme to bee 

*^-hOrfome or exquifite, when not with flanding, euery 

X>art is pollithed with care and iludie, is a fpeciall gyft 

'^''lich AriJIotk callelh np^fv. 

54. It is ouely a pojTit of wyfedome, to vfe many 
^»d choyfe elegant words, but to vnderlland alfo and 
^<) fet foorth thinges which pertaine to the happy ende 
'W mans life. Wherevppon the Poet Horace, calleth 
the Arte poeticall, without the knowledge of learning 
^nd philofophy, a prating vanity. Therfore a good 
and allowable Poet, mull be adorned with wordes, 
plentious in fentences, and if not equall to an Orator, 
yet very neere him, and a fpeciaj louer of learned mea 

FINIS. 
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EpilogHs. 

llHis finall trauell (courteous Reader) 
I deflre thee take in good worth: 
which 1 haue compyled, not as an 
exc[uifite cenfure concerning tl ' 
matter, but (as thou mayfl. well p» 
ceiue, and) in tnietli to that oiicl;p 
ende that it might be an occafionj 
fo haue the fame throughly and 
etion, taken in hande and laboured 
bj i other of greater abilitie : of whom I knowe 
h b manie among the famous Poets in Lon- 
d n h bothe for learning and leyfure, may 
h ndl 1 is Argument far more pytliilie then my 
f If \\ 1 ich if any of them wyll vouchfafe to doo, I 
trull nee (hall haue Englilhe Poetry at a higher price 
in fhort fpace ; and the rabble of balde Rymes Ihall 
be turned to famous wgrkes, comparable (I fuppofe) 
with the befl workes of Poetry in other'tongues. In 
the meane time, if my poore (kill, can fette the feme 
any thing fonvarde, I wyll not ceafe to pradlife the 
fame towardes the framing of fome apt Englilh Profodiai 
ftyll hoping, and hartelie wifiiing to enioy firil 
the benefittc of fbrae others iudgment, 
whofe authority may beare greater 
credite, and whofe learn- 
ing can better per- 
form e it 

(•■■) 
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To Students. ] 

^URELY to U5, ancr the Sacred Scriptures, works of devotion 

and of celifious instruction ; tlie Literature of England cornel 

.t However exquisite and subtle llie charms of Gredl 

and Grecian literature ; however necessary and worthy a 

e language and literature of Rome; the writing of our Forch 

ikcoDie home to every Englishman. What a mighty Literaturt 

e inliETited I How little is it known, save to a few, who have dc' 

|Bt<«ll their leisure to its exploration I Authors mighty in Prose and 

1 Writers full of nery fa.ncie3 and graceful similitudes I Men whosi 

jnarchcs with the tramp andstreiigthof aRoman legion : men whosi 

Es sung by a Puck or an Ariel; or who sing in it of Patient Grissell, 

f Geraldine, or of Uiii and her Red Cross Knlglit. Above all tin 

h Bible, so clung unto by onr ancestors— with its ia£nile earl] 

leir most heroic story. 

Itftt present nation has so ancient, so vast, so varied a body o 

~ p as EnglandP In which are contained not only the productiuni 

r Arch-Poets, Chaucer, Spenser, Shakespeare, Milton, Drydeii 

e those of an almost uncountable number of authors, inferior indeec 

U> these, but of high rank among ordinary minds. 

Good books, besides affording enjoyment, provoke to like exceUenC* 
Ho man writeth unto himself. Each worthy writer is trained, assimi 
lated, and influeaced by tliose who have gone before : each returning I 
like benefit to posterity. To trace the continuous chain of influence, O 
e and effect, link by link, forms a part of the History of Englisl 
Liteiaturc. That History that we may soon hope to possess, for the firs 
time adequately in our language, in Professor HENRY MoRLEY's vrod 
English Wrilcrs: of which we have already received the earlier in 
italnienC, down to Dunbar, What is designed in the Facsimile Ttxtl 
die English Reprints, and the Annotated Reprints is to represent Ihi 
later literature by giving, at as cheap a price as can be, Exact Text 
■ometimcs of books already famous, sometimes of those quite forgoltea 
in some cases, of works that itlustrale the Literary History ; in other ia 
itances, of those that in a sense, constitute it. 

The result is already, that these Reproductions are unique in Englisl 
Bifc^ography for their accuracy and cheapness, as well as for Ibd un 

ISmited numbers offered constantly for sale: and se far as th^ are yt 
fublished, tliey constitute the best of all introductions to our oil 
■ Authors, from the time of Caxton to that of Addison. E. A. 

r.S.—A word in furtherance of ihe£ur/^ ^«^-/M Text, t^e Ciaaeer 
and the Sal/ad Societies. No one knows the extent of the unprintei 
Literalure of England. These Societies are recovering for us tool 
after book ; and laying us all under great oblis''-i'"t W their abli 
Editors, who labour grntuitDusly. ¥oi SarCnet vtife^roaSwso, ^^^ 
^^J. Faraimil, M.A., 3 St. Georse's SuMatei, "UmioOi'S-r^^— 
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] 



r _ _. 

^^^^^H outward appearance, their coiintenance so ta speak, possci 
^^m ID extteme inteiest. Either Svom the excessive laiity oTtk 
book itself, or the drollery or quaintoess of its iUastraliiml! 
either from the lileraj^ importance of the-wurk or its signilirance in lie 
history of our Coantry or in the progress of the World : there tmat 
the sight of it Ihe keenest atlenlion, one might almost say an ineipnu- 
ible sympathy with Ihe book ilself. Jn all such cases: Suu-Foitraili 
confer exquisite and perpetual enjoyment 

Hitherto Cost has debarred pholalilho:p'aphed books from gencrsl 
use: but I trust to olfeT from time to lime, at ordinary iniii-friia, 
works ol this supreme interest, (hough necessarily of s.a infiuitety diion 
character. In which elfort, I tmst to receive a thorough support 6cB 
the targe number of readers who have sustained the EtigUik fi- 
prints. Both being like attempts to make foi|;oHen books knoWi 
and known books, more perfectly and perpetually obtainable. 



[WILLIAM TVNDALE, assisted by WILLIAM ROY. 

The First prinlid English New Testament. Coli^ne— 'Woniii 
1525, 4to.] 

I'holo-llthographed, by the permission of the Trustees of the Brills'' 
Museum, from the ««ii;'Hf fragment in the Grenville Collection. 

Briefly ifltd. Ihe slory of this prarfmndly intoTcttiDg work is as roilowf r—Ip ^ 
TVHDU.E weal frDin tendon id Hmnhurg^ where remaiaing for about a yiu, Injou"'- 
eyedoinoColoBneiandthtreaswstedbyWiH.iAHRaT.sulBtquenilylhesnllBriir'''' 
SidreonWolney,ff»i>)firnH,^j<>£ii//iurE>/Af[icf^. 11], he liegan this first edidoni"*'''' 
viilA elaius of ihe English New Teitament A vmUeoi enemy of the Refnnwft"* 
CdCHLAUS, al that time ao exile in Co'ogne, leaml, throush ginog wine to EhaFnW^' 
men, thai P. Qiictilcl Ihe piiatcr had in hand a Kcret ediiion of three thousiiuf 
of the ERgliih New TestamenL In great alarm, he iDfanned Herman 
Eenator of Ihe city, who moved the Senate 10 slop Ihe printing ; bul Codiheii 
ndlheroblainaaghloftheTranslilon, nor a sheet of the impression. 

Tyndale and Roy, fled with Ihe primed Kheels, up the Rhine to Wormi! •rf**' j 
completing this edition, produced also anotlier in Oclavo, aitlatil gtsaa. *"* j 

which they together were t»tnposed, there remain Init lhi> fiagmenl of tba ^ \ 
commenced edition ; and of the Second edition, one complete copy in the libffllT f j 
Ihe Baptist College at Bmlol, and an impeifccl one in Ihal of Si. Paid'i CatbuM 

Tbe price of this Facsimile Ttxt, wa\ \)e on4 Six Smu-vsia . 
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SHE great imporlaneelo the increasing study of English Literature, 
of constantly adding to, and constantly keeping on sale {a more 
difficult task than at ttrsl would appear) at the lowest practi 
cable prices, these Exact Texts ; has led to a full consideration 
ist three years' progress, in an cKperinient which has been success- 
md anticipation. The folloiving alterations have Ijeen found 
le, in order to place this designedly very cheap Series upon a. 
ent basis. 

dianges Co lake effect from 1st October 1870. 
£mall ^iqicr, in Jfnohcsp ®ctafaii. 

IC public choice has passed so generally from Cut to l/lKUt edges: 
lire issues will be in a,i.rut edges only. This will also apply to 
pressions, as soon as the existing Cul-idgiif copies have been sold. 
□ Sixpenny Reprints will be issued in future. The trouble i> 
11 proportion to the price. 

lie maxitnum nnmber of p^es for Shilling works will be about 
ndred and twenty-eight. Experience has proved that number 
•hevtry utaiosl limit practicable for such closely packed works 
ostl/ old spelling, &c 

"ho result of these changes to the public wiU be simply, that 
ibire Reprints will be increased in price, by an extra Sixpence, 
ng contribution to enable me to go on for years. Yet I very 
itljf decide on this augmentation; this series being my personal 
;ring to a more perfect knowledge of English Literalute, 
xisting issues will be maintained at the present prices. 
S,ac[]t ^apct, in JTooIscep duatto. 

19 to 24 in Large Paper are now ready. A single Large Paper 
a be obtained. 

Dnng Quarto. 
Ics in this size will be issueii Iraund in Cloth. When published, 
ivill however be obtainable in Sheets, for binding, by remitting the 
'rat to me, 

e is a great cause for thankfulness in Che progress already made, 
which some of our most experienced English scholars never 
to see reprinted ; have been put into general circulation. Much 
\aj be accomplisheil, by a personal advocacy of this Series by 
ucbaser ; with a generous permission to print, from possessors ol 
unique English books ; and with unwearying effort on my own 
Maintaining herein the ancient and worthy fame of England ; 
; lead very many to undetstanii how much pure and uuadulter- 
^ight is to be found in our Old Eng\U^l kii.>iiQT5. 



S3nBlfS$ KeprfntjS,^ 



OEDINARV ISSUE IN OCTAVa -^^^ 

, IH Rgibiire/u llyli. In ksld/ma-m-fiBcRlfrinls. OlB 8^6 
BOUND VOLUMES IN OCTAVO. 

LARGE PAPER EDITION IN QUARTO. 
Is. ita«ir/»ll^ frinlnt on thick Untd M*'. "'" * a.m*U mart 
I K/ilm{y. lauid in Stiff ar«m. ii«c-l r-tfct. U^HtH Mm 
Imit i lAca Largt Pi-ftj CufiiiiMm «•«' huHdamt fob. , 

I'GLE WORK OR VOLUME MAV BE UAU SEPARATKLI 
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Stiffen, 



fiuarto. FOOLSCAP. 

iff.^ 1. JOHN MILTON. [/'^„7k'^;. ^ 

(i) A decree of the Starre- Chamber, concerning Print- 
ing, made the clcuenth day of July last past. London, 
■637- 

(2) An Order of [he I.orda and Cornmons aasemWed in 
Parliament for the reenluting of Printing, ic London, 
14 June, 1643. 

(3) AREOPAGITICA : A speech of Mr. Jolin Milton 
for the liberty of Viilicenc'd Printing, to the Parliamen' 
a( England. London. [24 Novembet]. 1644. Si xpence 

2. HUGH LATIMEH, Ei-BhhopffWBrcatir. 
SEKMON ON THE PLQUGUERS. A notable 

Sermon of ye renerende falher Master Hughe Lat 
whiclie he prcaelied in ye Shrouds at paults churei 
London, on the xviii daye of Januarye. fl Tlie vi 
our Looide MUXLviii. Sixpt 

3. STEPHEN GOSSON, Sh,d. Ox„n. 
(I) THE SCHOOLS OF ABUSE. Conteini 

pleasaunt invective against Poets, Pipers, Plniers, Jesters, 
and such like Caterpiliers of a Comi '' " '■ 

up the Flagge of Defiance to their mischievous exercile, 
and oueithromng their Bulwarkes, by Propliane Writers, 
Naturall reason, and common experience. A discoarseas 
pleasiiunt for gentlemen that fauour learning, as profitable 
for all I hat wyll follow vertne. London. [August?] '579. 
<2) AN APOLOG/E OF THE SCHOOLE OF 
ABUSE, aj.'jiinst Poet?, Pipers, and their Excu; 
London. [December?] 1579. Siapet 

4. SIR PHILIP STDNEY. 
AN APOLOGIE FOR POETRIE. ■Wrilten by the 

right noble, vcrluous and learned Sir Fhilin Sidney, 



2^ lKnii;ht. J-ondon. 1595. 
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ENGLISH REPI 



INTS— "FOOLSCAP. 
©rtnlJii. 



5. EDWAED WEBBB, ChirfMasta- Gunuir. 

The rare and most wonderful Uiineea which Etlwarc 
Weblie an EiiE'isliman borne, hath seene and passed ii 
lis troublesome trouailes, in Ihe Citties of letusalem. 
Damasko, Belbelem, and Galely : and in the Lundes o. 
lewrie, E^ipt, Clecia, Uitssia, and in the land of Prestcr , 
^ lokn. Wherein is set foorth liis extreame slaii 
taioed mnny yeres to^ilbcr, in the Gallies and tvars of the 
great Turk against tile Laniles of Persia, Tartaiia, Spaine, 
' "■ ", ivith the mnntier of his releascment, and 

London in May last. London. 1590. 

Sixpence. 

a. JOHN SELDEN. 

TABLE TALK: being the Discoarses of John 
SeUon Esq. ; or his Sence of various Matters of Weight 
and Migh Consequence relating especially to Relif^ioii and 
State. London. 16S9. One Shilling. . 

7. ROGER ASOHAM. 
TQXOPIIILUS. Tlie sdiole of sbontins conteyned 

two bookes. To all Gciitkmen 
lande, pleabauiile for theyr paslinie t 
for tlieyr use to folow, bulli in warre 
1545- 

8. JOSEPH ADDISON. 
CRITICISMS OF MILTON'S PARADISE LOST. 

From The Speclaler : being ils Saturday it 

- —1, and 3 May, \-}i2. One Shilling. 

9. JOHN LYLT, M.A. 
(I) V.EUPHUES. THE ANATOMY OF WIT. 



Addlsoo- 



> read, nnd mos 



.11 Gci 
r. Where 
delightes that Wit followeth in his youth by Ihe plea 
nCEse of loue, and the happiiiesse he rea|)eth in age, by 
[he pecfeclncssc of Wisedume. London. 1579. 

(a) C EUPHUES AND BIS ENGLAND. Con- 
taining his voyage and aduemnres, myxed with sunilrie 
'ie discourses of honest Loue, the Description of the 
intrey, the Coutl, and the manners of that lile. Ue- 
liehtful to be reait, and nothing hurtful to be regarded ; 
i^er-in there is small offence by lightnesse giuen to the 
wise, and lesse occasion of loosenes proforred to Ihe wan- 
ton. London, 1580. Collated witU early subsequent 
'-- ShilUnga. , 
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ENGLISH REPRINTS-FOOLSCAP. 

nto. ®ctabo. 

» TITLES, PRICES, flc., tic. Sfig-Ctvn-s. Cm 

r Unml Edgt,. Ru 

- lO. GEOBGE VILLIEES, Duh 9/ B.ukingham. 

THE REHEARSAL. As it was acted at the Theatre 

Royal London, 1672. With Illustrations ftom previous 

i plays, &c One Shilling. 

11. OEOHQE QASCOIGNB, Esquire. 

(1) A rcmembravnce of the wcl imployed life, and 
gwily end of George Gaskoigne, Esquire, who deceassed 

at Slalmford in Lincoln shire, the 7 of October 1577. " 
The reporte of Gkor WhctsToNS, Gent an eye witness 
ofhisGodlyandCharitableEndinlhisworld. Lond, 1577. 

(2) Cerlayne notes of Inslmclion concerning the QiakinE " 
of verse or rime in English, written at the request of 
UzAkx Edouardi Donali. 1575. Qm 

{t, THE STEELE GLAS. A Satyre compiled by 
George Gasscoigne Esquire [Written between Apr. 1575 n 
& Apr. 1576]. Together with 

(4) THECOMPLAYNTOF PHYLOMENE. An , 
Elegic compyled by Gcoi^e Gasscoigne Esquire [between t 
3 April 156Z and 3rd April 1575.] London. 1576. 

One Shilling. 

12. JOHN BABLB, M.A. : aftmsa'd, in sue- 

cissioH Bishop 0/ Worctsltr, and of Salisbury. 

MICRO-COSMUGRAPHIE, or a Peeceof the World 

discovered, in Essays and Charactera. London. i6j8. 

With the additions in subsequent editions during the 

J Author's life lime. One Shilling. 

13. HUaH loATlMEE. Ex-Biihop of IVorrester. 
SEVEN SERMONS BEFORE EDIVARD VI. 

(l) c The fyrsle sermon of Maysler Hugh Latimer, 
wliiche he preached before the Kyages MaiesL wythin 
his graces palayce at Westmynster. M.D.XLIX. the 
viii of Marche. (,\) _ 

(2) The aeconde [to seventh] Sermon of Master Hughe ^^. 
Latimer, whych he preached before the Kynges maiestie, 
withyn hys graces Paiayce at Westminster ye. xv. day of , 
March. M.cccc.xlix. Eighteen Pence . '^ 

14. SIR THOMAS MORE. ^ 

UTOPIA. A frulefull pleasannt, and wiltie worke, 
of the best state of a publique weale, and of the new ylc, 
called Utopia 1 written in Laline, by the right worthie 
and famous Sir Thomas More kn^bt, and translated into 
Englishe by Raphe Robvwson, sometime fellowe <rf 
Corpus Chrisli College in Oyford, and nowe by him at this 
seconde edition newlie perused and corrected, and also 
with diuers notes in the niargent ai^gmcnlcd. LonrJon. 
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ENGLISH REPRINTS— FOOLSCAP. 

TITLES, PRICES, itc, lie. ©itatO. 

16. GEORGE PUTTENHAM. SlUfeJi 

THE AR TE OF E.VGLISH POESIE. Coiurii 
nto three Bookes : Tl.e first of Poels and Poesie, I 
econd of Proportion, the third of Ornmnent. Londi 
589. Two Shillin; 

18, JAMBS HOWELL, riiitorhgraphir Rsya. 
CharUs II. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FORRF-INE TRAVELL. 

icwing by what cours, and in vi'aax eompassi of tin ... . 

ay take an exact Survey of the Kingdomes and Stales of 
Christendome, and arriue to Che praclicall knowledge of 
the Languages, \xi good purpose. London. 1642, Col- 
lated with llie edition of 1656 ; and in its 'new Append! j 
for TraTelliiig into Turkey and the Laiant parts' adJed. 
Sixpence, 

17. The earliest known English comedy. 

NICHOLAS UDALL, Master of Ehn. 

ROISTER DOISTEK, [from the unique copy at Eton 
College]. 1566. Smpen 

18. THE REVELATION TO THE MONK Oh I 
EVESHAM. Here begynnylh a marvelous revel 
that was schewyd of almighty (^od by sent Nycliolas 
monke of Euyshamme yn the days of Kynge Richard the 
(yrsL And the yere of our lord. M.C.Lxxxxvi. [From 
the nniqne copy, printed abont 1482, in the Brilisli 
Museum}. One Sh illina:. 

19. JAMES "VT. ofScol!a,id, I. o/Englam 
(I) THE FSSA YES OF A PRENTISE, IN 7IIE 

DIVINE ART OF POESIE. Edinburgh 15S5. 

(I) A COUNTER BLASTE TO TOBACCO. Lon- 
don. 1604. One Shilling. 

30. SIR ROBERT NAUNTON, Master of thi ' 

Court of ^Vanis. 

FRACMENTA REGALIA: or. Observations 01 

Ute Queen Elizabeth, her Times, and Favourites. ['Hiird 

Edition. London] 1653. Siiipence. 

2L THOMAS WATSON, i'W^/ a//™. 

(1} THE EKoTo^TBffla or Passionate Centnrietif Lone. 
Divided into two parts: wliei-eof, llie first exp-essHh till 
Aallarf svfferanccin Loue : the latter, his long farrMil la 
Lme andall his tyrannie. Comi>o5ed by Thomas Wu 
Gentleman ; and published at the request of gerl 
Ceni/enica iis very frendes. Londow \\^'i'i.\ \ 



en Ckik, 
Jl^dEJs,,. 

Vol VII, 



II 
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10 ENGLISH REPRINTS— FOOtStTftfr^ 

Oimrlo. __ ____ __ ©clato. 



TITLES. 



SliffCmn 

1 oliiiuiu F. 



n firet in Intlnc [ihe 



**■'- fz) MELWrnUS T. ■\Vnt-irmi. Ecloga ii 
Waliiii'^linnii, &e. Lumlini, 1590. 
(3J AN ECLOGUE, &c. Will 
almve MelukEl-e] hy Tliamas If 
now by hiiiiseir« translstcil inlo English, London 1590. 
(4) T//E TEAKS OF FANCY, or Loue ilisdrdned. 
[From Ihe unique copy, ivaniiiig Sonnets in.-jtvL. in ihe , 
4/ posscuiua oCS. Chriatie-Miilcr, Esq.J Lom^cin, 1593, 

Eifc-hleen Pienee. ^ 

22. WILLIAM HABINGTON. 

CASTA A- A. T!ie Iliird Eiliiion. Correcleil nnd aug- 
mcnlcJ. London. 1640. W ilhtlie varialions of llie two „ 
a/D previo.Lsecliiions. One ShiUing . V 

23. EOGER ASCHAM. _ , 

TIJE SCUOLEMASTER, Or plameandperfite way "■ 
of leacljyng children, to vnderslflnd, UTJte, and speak^ 
Ihe Latin long, bat spedally puqiosed for the priuate Aw 
bryn^ng vp of youtli in lentlen>en and Noble mens 
houses, eonunudious also for all such, as haue foi^ot the t 
Lalin tongue, and would, by themselues, without a * 
Scholcma!.ler, in short tyme, and with small paines, re- | 
_ _ couEF a sufficient hahilitie, to ynderBtanil, write, and 
a/D speake Latin. London. r57o. One ShiUing. 

24. Tottel's Miscellany. v* 
SONGES AND SONETTES, written by the ryslit ■ 

,_ honoriible Louie HENRY HawaED, kle Erie of Suirey, ^ 
Wo aiid other. [London, 5 June] 1557. Half-a-crown. 

25. EBV. THOMAa LEVER, M.A.: afkr-~'- 

wants Master 0/ SI yolin's Cottege, Cambrl.<se. 
SERMONS, (i) A fruiiriiU Sermon maJe in Paules 
churche at London in the Shroudes, the second of V< 
Fehraari. 1550. 

(2) A Sermon preached Ihe thyrd [or fourth] Sunday 

in Lent before the Kynges Maiestie, and his honourable I, 
counsel I. 1550. 

(3) A Sermon preached at Pauls Crosse, the liii!. day _ 
^ ofDecember 1550. Eighteen Pence . " 

20. WILLIAM WEBBE, GraJuai,. 

A DISCOURSE OF JiNGUSII POETRIE. To- 
gether, with l^e Anlhoisintlgment, touching the reforma- 
-,,-,ltion of our English. Verse. London. 15B6, 
2/6) One Shilling. 

-■. The follau-lng works are designed for pttilication in 

(•'.im'. T/iirtr prices inniwt be fixed tuilk jirecision, tvt i 

^r»jy^a/£/j' ^iren. Ferrex and ?cn:rex Jias been Jostjoiu 



ENGLISH REPRINTS— FOOLSCAP. ii 

from the North by F. T. [Francis Thynne], n'/Z/i Richard 

tFlELD's Poems havt iiol been inserted; seme of the Texts net 

accessible, at the firesint time. J. HOWELL'S Epistolffi Ho- 

will be put to press as soon as No. rj Bacon's Essayes, &c., 

37- PRANOIS BACON. siiffc^r.. 

A iwrmony of the ESSA VES, &.C ^••"' ^•'^■ 

The four |irinci|iie tt:jils appearing in pat.illel coliPLnns. ; 
{l) Essayea. kelii^ioua Meditalirins. Flakes of per- 
radon and disswoEion. LondDD 1597. (!□ Ess!iy!i.] 
OflheCnulersofgoDdandeuLlla fraginent. 1597. 

(2) ThewrilingsofSirFmrdsBactinKnt: the Kingcii 
SeJlicilor Cenemll : in MornUiie, Policie, and Historic. 
^a^eian MS. 5106. Transcribed bet. 1607-12. (34 
Besays.) 

(3) The ESSAIE3 of Sir Francis Bacon Knight, the qm 
Kings Sollitiler Generall. London i6li. {38 hssavs.) "'" 
• (4) The Essayes or CoiinseK Ciiiill and Morall, of 
Francis Lo. Vj-rulam Viscount St. Ai.bans. Nr.aly 
Written. i6l6. (58 Essays.) Three Shilli 



28. "WILLIAM ROT, Franciscan Friar. 

(\) REDE ME AND BE NOTT WROTIfE. [Stras- 
\niXg. 1517. This is his famous Sarire on Woisey-l 

(a) A PROPER DYALOGE BETWEEN A 
G£^TLEMAN ANT) A HUSBANDMAN, &>[. 
[Attribuletl lo Roy] MarbuTE- 1530. Eighteen Pence. 



aa SIR "W. RALEIGH-G. MARErHAM. 

7W.fi LA5,T FIGHT OF T//E REVENGE AT 

SEA. (i) A rcnoti of tlie Tnilh of llie figlil about ihe 

Illes ofAcorcs, lliis last Sommfr. Betwixt lli,e Ufuen|,% 

le of her Maieslics Shippes, and an Armada of llie I<.iii|> 

'Spwne. By Sir Waller Raleigh. London, 1591. 

_,..Xa) The most Honorable Tragedie of Sir Riohnrde 

GnmiiUe, Knight (.-.) Brama asiai,p<KO spero, nulla 

tkieg^io. [l)y Gervase Mahkham] London. 1595. 

JTwo copies only are known, Mr. Grenville'.s coslj£40,] 

One Shilling. 

30. BARNABE GOOGE. 

EGLOGS, eryTAPIIES AND SONETTESn<:\\^y 

ritlcii l>y Uarnalic (iuoije. London 1563. i; March. 

One Shilling . 

31. BEV. PHILLIP STUBBES. 
(1) TI/E ANA TOM/E OF ABUSES: conteyning 
-"jcoverie or tiriefe Summarie o[ Such No\a\i\e N\cea\ 

/mperieelions, as iiow ralgne la Tuanj C^iAsiiaa:^ 




It ENGLISH REPRINTS— FOOLSCAP, 
finnto. ffirtsbn 

TITLES, PXIC£S, lie, lic. SliffCevm. 

'■■ Couiilrejca of the World : bxit espeeialie in a very famous 
ILANDE called AILGNA \i.f. Angliaji Together with 
most feareruU Examples of Gods lodgemcnles, executed 
vpon the iviclied for the 5omc, aswell in AILGNA of late, 
as in other places, elsewhere. . . London, i Maij. 1583. E 
(z) The SecaoJ part of THE ANATOWE OF 

i ABUSES. . . . London. 15S3. Half-a-cr 

32. THOMAS TUSSEB. 

FIVE HUNDRED POINTES OF GOOD HUS- 
BANDRIES as well for the Champion, or open Coimtri^ 
s also for the woodland, or Seuerall, mixed in euery 
Month with HUSWIFKRJE, .... with diueis 
other lessons, as a diet for the former, of the properties 
uf windes, ptanles, hops, herbes, bees and approued re- 
medies for sbeepe and cattle, with many other mattets 
both profitable aod not vnpleasant for the Reader , . 
London. 15S0. Eighteen Pence . 

Sa JOHN MILTON. 

(1) The Ufe of Mr John Milton [by his nephew 
Edward Phcllifs]. From ' Ltilen of SinU torium ly 
Mr. John Millon, bet. 1649-59.' London. 1694. 

12) THE REASON OF CHURCH GOVERNE- 
'MEN! ure'd against Prelacy. By Mr. Jaha Mittan. 
In two Books. [London] 1641. 

(3) Milton's Letter OF EDUCATION. To Master 
• SamudHarttib. [London. 5 June 1644.J 

One Shilling. 
34. FRANCIS QtTARLEa. 

ENCHVRIDION, ci ' ' 



Morall 



CBnIiniplMivi 

Practicali. 

Elhycaa. 



Otcono 



UalL 









PeUHcalU One Shflling . 5 

36. TheSixth Engrli^h Poetical Miscellany. i 

THE PHOENIX NEST. Built vp with (he 

are and refined workes of Noble men, woorlhy Knights, 

^■oil.int Gentlemen, Masters of Arts, and braue .Schoolers. 

Fnll of vatielie, excellent inuention, and singular delight. 

fcrk/oti this Ume published. SetforlhbyR. S, of the 

3 Inner Temple Gentleman. London 1593. One Shilling. 

36. SIR THOMAS ELYOT. 

THE GOVERNOR. The buke named the Gouemor, 



iubset^uent editions. 



■Hall-a 



ENGLISH REPRINTS. 13 

^tm^ Ciuarto. 

S de ready, about Afarch 1S71, in one Volume, 1.2s. f>d. 
801. RICHARD EDEN. 
[. A treatyse OF THE NEWE INDIA, WITH 
TBES NEW EOUNDE LANDES AND IS- 
tlfDS, AS WELL EASTWAEDE AS WEST- 
'AEJ3E, as they are knowen and found in these cure 
res, after the descripcioo of Sebastian Munster, in his 
ke of vniuersall Cosniographie, &c [London, 1553.] 

II. Tlio Flrat English Oolleotion of Vojagca, TraEca, and DiacoTBriea.- 
'lE DECADES OF THE NEW WORLD OR 
■EST INDIA, &'e. &-£. [by Peter Martyr of Angkria.] 
ranslated, compiled, &c. by Richard Eden.] Londini, 
("oiSSS- 

L The [Dedkatoryl Epistle [to King Philip and Queen Maiy.] 
E Kchard Eden to Ilie Reader. 

JL "HicClat, and, and 3d only of the 8] Decades of the newe worlds or 
ikbidui, ConleynyngtiieiiauigationsandconquestesuflheSpitnyajdes, 
ll Qle particular description of the tnoste ryche and large lajids an^ 
Htlfltely founde in tlie west Ocean perteynyng to the inheritance of 
BofSpayne. In the which the diligent reader may not only 
what commoditie may hereby channce to the iiole ciiristittii 
|3 in ^me to come, but also leame many secreates tonchynge the 
'H the sea, and the starres, very necessarie to be Itnoiven to u such 
ll ttltemple any nauigations, or otherwise haue delile to beholde 
Huge and woonderful woorkes of god and nature. Wryllen in the 
B tounge by Petes Marti'r of Angleria, and translated into 
-he by RVCHAEDE Edek. 
te Bull of Pope Alexander VI. in 1493, granting to the Spaniards 



IE (^h«r notable things gathered out of dyuers antois. 
sscouie and Cathay. 

notable thynges as lonchynge the Indies [chiefly out of the 
lANCisco Lopez de Gomasa, ' and partly also out of thi: 
i^e by Sebastian Cabot.'] 

e Booke of Metals, 
pie description of the two viages made owt of England into 
■- k Affricke [1553. 1554]. 

' ■ of fyndynge the I.flngituiie of regions. 

Index. 

abiidgeil analysis of this volumitious ■woiV was \BSoei\T' ■&«. 
ttalogae (i Dec iS6g); which wiU be foiuvi YiaanA -a-e "«'*» 
' ■ is' issued during this year, 1870. I 



14 ENGLTSH REPRINTS. 

3!mpcrial Jfoiio. 

1001. PETRUOCIO UBALDINI— AUGUSTB 

RYTHER. 

A Discourse concernin;? the Spanishe fleete inuadii 
Eoglande in the yeare 1588 and ouerthrowne by her Mi 
ties Nauie vnder the conduction of the Right-honorabie 
Lordc Charles Howarde highe Ad mi rail of Englanii 
written in Italian by Petruccio Vbaldini citizen of Fl 
cnce, and translated for A. Rvther: vnto the which discou 
are annexed certain tables expressinge the gRnerall exploit 
and conflictes bad with the said fleete. 

These bookes with the tables belonginge to them an 
be solde at the shoppe of A. Ryther, being a litde fi 
Leaden hall next to the Signe of the Tower. [1590.] 

The Iwelve Tables eipre« the following subjecls : — 

FftONTISl'lLUE. 

I. The Spanish Armada COMING into the Chanmel, ofk> 

II. The Spanish arm ada against Fdwey, drawn di u. 
Form of a Half Moon ; The English Fleet puksuinr ■ 

III. The First Engagement between the two Flb 
After which the English give chase to the Spaniards, \ 

IV. De Valdez's Galleon springs her Foremast, and is taI 
BT Sir Francis Drake. The Lord Admiral with thb 'Ba 

FORM OF A Half Moon. 

V. The Admiral's ship of the Goipuscdan Squadron hat 
CAUGHT Fire, is taken by the English. The Armada C- 
tinues its course, in a half moon ; until off the i^le | 
Portland, where ensuf.s the Second Engagement. 

VL Some E."ic LIS H ships attack the Spaniards to the Wl 
WARD. The Armada again drawing into a Hall, keei 

COURSE FOLLOWED BY THE ENGLISH. 

VII. The Third and the shahpest Fight between the 1 1 
Fleets : off the Isle of Wight. 

VIII. The ArmadasailingupChanneltowards Calais; 
English Fleet following close. 

IX. The Spaniarhs at anchor off Calais. The Fisssi i 

APPROACHING. TBE ENGLISH PREPARING TO PURSUE. 

X. The final battle. The Armada flying to THb HOI 
WARD. The chief Galleass STRANDEn near Cai-*is. 

Large Map showing the Thack of the Armada 
round the British Isles. 

TTiae phte?^ which area most valuaUe and. faA^ re^c^tnVatv™ of tlieSpw 
lavaaion, ate bein^ rc-cneiavcd in ftcifiicite, atldwmbtxsflUiiuv^nft^iVTVi&i^^ 
t Che lowest ftasiEic price : probatly HuLi-A-GuiseK. ^ 

^^^^H .-. Ol/ier -works may Jallow. ^^^^ 



Annotated Reprints. 



■-— -■ '■ IfA.lr lAi EdiHn xilli* rapomibU btth hr Tixt and lUta- 

_n _■-_.. _E _f._.__ — _-„.A ...;'i -. — -4 tAutt eQual Ot valut tim 



tudof Sckot 



■Iu,«gk ,f m 



%hnfers^9Vjth, iiMi m 



L> Spring of i3rt ; in Fcp. SvQ ihe Y'aSi. Volume [fa be complnled ia Foui) oT 

C&t VaStoit EfttetS. 1422-1509. 

Ediletl by JAMES CAIRDNER, Esq , of Ihe Public Record OfDce. 

bTERYonc kirnw^ nh.i> n blank is tbe hUlory of Engl.ind during the Wnn af 

1 pnelry of I'he perioi! \i ibal of Lydeate, [h'e Iilonk of liury. ' 
-"le moni-^ Chronlde! am far lea DumeroUithm 



Blid by Ih 

ll>lhi!<EC 



ie Filteenlh Cer 






=nlh Century iheyl 






(e Lingard.Tux 
- Iw«d IV., i 



i/uid KnF^I, who hive Incited of ihe roeni of Henry VI., Edwxid IV., &c, ' 
. foond in Tin Piutoa Lillin nol only unnvallcd illusuatlun d[ Ihc Social lift ' 
"l^nd, but alH mail imparunt iofatmadon, aL Er>t hand, as U the PoUdial 
U af iW time. So that the prioEed Corre^poDdenco i^ alcd page after pap 
.^icvctbI hiscoriesoflhiH period. 
^J^astonLeiLen have nni however been half published' No literary use was mad* 

V. member of [he fjiniLy, lEavlii£ encumbered his inhcrLUiicc. parted 

"£ifh^ anlfqua'py w'^.m' oT'^al^ave' oil' h7s''je.Xag"ain/lo a^Mt. 

■''""rWiiJi^d'a 3l"«l«^itn of IS"'i;^;e^l'i;l''l'wo''volLe. to ■ of 

'. <'iL preisarcd a 
' 'ilimte behiqpltbl 

.1 I. i'l'l- i:.r^'jty, until they are rttflin brought La 

».tli lu ortgloali esiaObihei Sir jDba 






lis L.en^rsor the reign of Hi.j,) \ 1 ., l„ .„..:. ._. j. |;ilimalcd at about «oa i 
|: tboscof Ed>vntd]V.. Vol.. II. nndiri. Ifj^cihi^r ^bo.ii eooM):andihDH oTI 
jlard III. and Henry VII,, Vol. IV. (about jco ff-l The price will be -Wl 
I t b i J J Jn g Jar every loa//. ; and the wark.tt u expected, v^^^^^infO^ffM^^W^^iM 
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OR GENERA r. READERS. 



The undermentioned modernized texts are 
preparation. Great care will be bestowed in thd 
transformation into the spelling and punctuation of th 
present day : but the Originals will be adhered to i 
closely as possible. 

- Leisure Readings in -English 
■ Literature. 

' The object of the volumes tliat will appear undi 
this general title, will be to afford Restful Reading 
and, at the same time, by exhibiting the wealth ( 
thought and the wit in expression of our Old Authors! 
to predispose to a further study of our Literature : it 
which study these Readings will serve as First Bookj 
They will contain many excellent Poems anj 
Passages that are generally but very little known. 

Choice Books. 

THE DISASTROUS ENGLISH VOYAGE 
TO THE WEST INDIES IN 1568. 

Recounted in the Narratives of Sir John Haw^ 
KINS : and of DaVID InGKAM, Miles PHILLIPg 
and Job Hoktop, survivors, who escaped through thi 
American Indian tribes; or out of the clutches of th< 
Inquisition ; or from the galleys of the King of Spain 
and so at length came home to England. 
.■. Other works to follow. 
These works will be issucfl, beautifully printed and eleganlly bound, 
I'hc above is a specimen of tlie ijpe, but not of the size of page. 



B QUEEN SgUAfiE, BLOOMB^^S.T.'LQ'Sti'y&.^.^i. 
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Stanford University Library 

Stanford, Califomia 



In order that otberi may use llii* book, pTeaM 
retnm il ai soon ai poulble, but not later llun 
th(;d 
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